April/May 2021

Dear Friend of the Missions,
Alleluia, for He has risen from the dead! I am sure Easter was celebrated
with bittersweet emotions as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. We have all
experienced losses of family members or friends during this past year because of it. It
is my prayer that your Faith has helped you through these difficult times. Dare I say
that there have been some positive effects from this curse?
Certainly we have all become more appreciative of our relative
good health and we have come to realize what a gift it is. Families have grown
closer together because of the Covid restrictions. Parents have been forced not only
to work from home but also to care for their home
bound children as well. “Home Schooling” is
now the norm rather than the exception. Easter is
the ultimate Christian celebration of Hope.
Jesus has risen from the dead! This feast of the
Resurrection (Easter) is so important that the
Church actually continues the celebration all the
way to the Feast of Pentecost (the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the
disciples) on May 23rd of this year.
I wish that I could report better news for our Native American
missions regarding the Covid outbreak but the latest information from our
missionaries is that the virus is now beginning
to spread among the young children of the
Pueblos. Although the virus is gradually being
contained, it is still causing pain and suffering.
The Pueblos continue to be closed to the public
and public Mass is not allowed to be offered in
the churches. The Navajo Reservation is in
similar circumstances. Our Friars continue to
minister to these people and they have remained with them, even though they cannot offer public Masses.
They can, however offer Hope to the people and encourage them to practice safe social distancing and
wearing masks. The Franciscans have been walking with the Catholic faithful for
many years and it is heartening to witness their Faith-filled Commitment to our
Catholic Faith. The message of the Risen Christ brings hope to those who might
otherwise be lost in a feeling of depression and failure.
One small ray of hope in this otherwise negative time is that the Albuquerque
area Friars were able to gather for a Easter meal at our Casa
San Juan Diego here in the city. Since all of the Friars have
been fully vaccinated it was decided that the gathering would
be safe. It was the first time that we were able to gather in
over a year. What a joy it was for us to be together as we shared not only a
wonderful meal but more importantly our stories of the years experiences and
how we have been affected by Covid. God has truly protected our Friars during
this terrible time and I know that your prayerful support has been a huge benefit for us.

Your Spiritual and Financial help are great blessings for our Southwest
Franciscan Missions. Even in these difficult times you have
remained faithful. The dollar amount that you donate is not as
important as knowing that you are with us in spirit. Knowing
that you support us gives us Hope.
You give what you can and we are grateful for your
sacrifice. Please don’t ever think that you are disappointing
us if you can’t contribute. Your prayers are needed as well
and no economic or Covid crisis can limit your generosity in that area.
Enjoy the coming of spring and the new life all around you. Be assured that the Friars of our
Southwest Franciscan Missions continue to pray for you and your intentions on a daily basis.
Peace and All Good!

Br. Bruce, ofm
Director

M Your Electronic Donation on Authorize.net is very much appreciated. It is both safe and
secure.

The original “Navajo Last Supper” painting hangs in the
Friary Refectory at St Michael’s Mission on the Navajo Reservation.

