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Navajo Cultural Exchange Night – A Filipino Encounter
— Brother Bernard Keele —

Background
Around the mid 2000's Navajo Institutions
began to hire in substantial numbers, Filipino Teachers
and Nurses to staff and serve both the schools and the
hospitals, respectively. This symbiotic relationship that
has developed over the years has proved mutually
beneficial and enriching.
It is common
knowledge among the
Filipinos, serving on the reservation, that Father Jose Gutay, OFM of
St. Michael's, and Father Florecito (PJ) Pabatao OFM of Chinle, can
be depended upon to provide cultural and spiritual support when
called upon to do so and as the occasion presents itself, both having
received their commissions from their Franciscan Province of San
Pedro Bautista in the Philippines to assist Our Lady of Guadalupe
Province in its mission.
Ganado is thirty miles or so, northwest of the significant city
of Window Rock - where resides most of the administrative powers
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directing the future of the Navajo People. Ganado has a lake, a famous trading post – Hubbell's –
and hilly, diverse terrain, including cedars and cottonwoods scattered atop deep red soil
traversing a region of an almost hidden cluster of homes and businesses surrounded by mesas.
The Franciscans have had a mission there, All Saints Parish, currently administered by Br. Paul
O'Brien OFM.

The Event
The Ganado Middle School counselor, Delphine
Lodlum, organized and initiated this year's Annual Cultural
Night, November 16, 2017, which event was to feature a
sharing of the two dominant cultures represented among the
teachers at the Ganado Middle School.
When it was requested of the Filipino Community,
namely the Ganado Middle School Teachers, to contribute their part to the Cultural Exchange
Night, Father PJ was there to step into of his role as a pastor and assist the teachers in
coordinating their presentation which was to be about one hour long. Father PJ, Annaliza
Bagaporo, Glozie Lariza, Joannet Patun-og, Ofelia Hermosa, Jhoanna Santiago, Oscar Amante,
Elijah and Paulo Decena, and Marilou Pabatao, collaborated to put on a performance truly
entertaining as well as educational in nature.
On the part of the Navajo, lovely details - presented by Janet
Hoskie and her assistant Shenoah Becenti - on the weaving of baskets
and blankets, the historical importance, relevance and unseen symbolism
that permeate the creation of these fine products - provided the audience
with the first hour of cultural exchange.
The second hour, was dedicated to the Filipino presenters in their
colorful native costumes performing their traditional dances. This was
preceded by an informative collection of photographs and statistics that
gave the listener an intuitive understanding of the background
and life-experiences of these teachers. The PowerPoint
presentation on the history and demographics of the Philippine
Islands was followed by a procession, The Sinulog Dance
(offering of the Santo Nino), The Itik-Itik Dance (the 'dance of
the animal'), the amazing Singkil Dance (a courtship dance),
concluding with Christmas Carols. All thoroughly delighted
the Navajo parents and children of that school that had come to
participate in this coordinated event. A dinner of native dishes
was then served to all present. It was regarded as a very
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successful event and provided a better understanding of each culture while planting seeds of
friendship and cooperation.

Appreciation
These Filipino teachers and nurses have become dear friends to our friaries on the
Reservation. It is not unusual to answer the door to a Filipino couple sharing food for the friars –
and any occasion will do. Regardless of which district or village on the reservation these
workers reside, their generosity, their professionalism, and their faith have made them 'colaborers' in the mission, whether that is actively assisting to provide food and clothing to the less
fortunate, gracing the sanctuaries with music, or simply witnessing to the love of God among the
Native Americans whom they serve in their work. The Franciscans wish to say 'Thank You' to all
the Filipinos on the 'Rez' for their presence, their assistance, and their simple, pure joy.

St John’s Parish, Roswell NM Celebrates Las Mańanitas on
December 11, 2017
— Photos contributed by Sandra Martinez, St John’s Parish, Roswell —
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“A priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek”
— Hebrews 5:6 —

We celebrated the ordination of our Edgardo Diaz
Vazquez, OFM to the priesthood on Friday, December 8, 2017.
The ceremony took place at Holy Family Parish in Albuquerque’s
south valley. Edgardo was ordained by Archbishop John Wester
of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. We wish Edgardo many years of
fruitful ministry among the Native Americans and Hispanics of
the Southwest. They have many things to teach him!

Ho, ho, HO! . . .
From Marta Ortiz — "Sanchez Claus" about to go deliver gifts to the
friars at Lakeview yesterday - and have some ice cream afterwards!
Though not visible in the photo, there were twinkly lights on his cap, too.
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Farewell to our brother, Joe Redinbo, ofm . . .
26 December 2017 +Francis Joseph (Joe) Redinbo, O.F.M.
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
May the Most High give you peace.
Joe was never one to simply be part of a crowd.
That was my first thought when I heard that he had died
not on Christmas Day, as have seven friars of St. John the
Baptist and Our Lady of Guadalupe Province before him,
but that Joe died at 11:45 p.m. on Christmas Eve. He had
been in Hospice Care only since the 21st, so his death was
a bit unexpected, though his health had been deteriorating for quite a while and somewhat
precipitously in the last few weeks. On Saturday afternoon, I was with
him for about an hour, during which time he received a Baltimore Colts
sock cap and a tin of sugar cookies as a Christmas present. He
immediately nodded yes to both my questions: did he want to try the cap
on, and did he want a cookie? He wore the cap and tightly grasped a
cookie between finger and thumb, until in his sleep, he scrunched his
shoulders, rolled over in his bed with the cap and the cookie both lost
somewhere under his covers! As Marta Ortiz, our Health Care
Coordinator recalled Joe saying any time the weather got cold, “I am
ready to go.” Under the covers, Joe, too, slipped away to God’s warmth.
Francis Joseph (Joe) Redinbo was born in Lafayette, Indiana on
the 20th of March 1933, the son of the late Ansel Redinbo and Mary Catherine Steinmetz. He
had two brothers, James and the late Gerald Redinbo, as well as two sisters, Katherine (Kay)
Myers and Anita (Ann) Witham. Joe entered the novitiate in 1950 and made his first profession
of vows on the 16th of August 1951, then his solemn profession of vows
on the 16th of August 1956. He attended the internal schools of St.
John the Baptist Province. His living classmates in St. John the Baptist
Province are Anthony Walter, Jeremy Harrington and Martin
Humphreys. His only classmate in Our Lady of Guadalupe Province was
+Ulric Pax, the last friar of the province to precede Joe in death.
After ordination on the 13th of June 1959, Joe held a dizzying
number of assignments, though primarily in the Southwest and in
Mexico. He always seemed ready to go at a moment’s notice and to
engage in lots of ministry that others might have shied away from doing.
He spent five years in the missions of St. John the Baptist Province in
West Texas in the 1960s. In a variety of assignments, some of them in
very remote areas where Spanish was a second language to numerous indigenous languages, Joe
ministered about seventeen years in Mexico. In the last twenty years, Joe served at Peña Blanca
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twice and Tohatchi twice, as well as in Roswell. In 2011, he retired for health reasons to San
Juan Diego Friary in Albuquerque, and then was one of the first
friars to go to St. Clare Care Center with the Felician Franciscan
Sisters in Rio Rancho in 2013. There he received loving care from
the staff and greatly enjoyed the company of our Felician Franciscan
Sisters. We want to extend our appreciations to them for their care
and concern for Joe, as well as to Ms Marta Ortiz for overseeing his
care so carefully and well
The reception of the body, with funeral to follow, will be
at 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, the 28th of December 2017 at Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Convent of the Felician Franciscans in
Rio Rancho. Fr. Ron Walters, O.F.M., Chaplain of the Sisters and
Joe’s last Guardian, will preside and preach. We want to thank Sr.
Jane, Sr. Ann and all of the Felician Sisters as well for their
assistance with the funeral. Joe’s burial will follow immediately the funeral in the Friars’ Plot at
Mt. Calvary Cemetery in Albuquerque.
Expressions of condolence to Joe’s family may be extended via Ms Kay Myers, 6290
Evanston Avenue, Indianapolis, Indiana 46220.
Eternal Rest grant unto him, O Lord.
Fraternally,
Jack Clark Robinson, O.F.M.

Into Our Tradition
A monthly Reflection from Our F ranciscan Heritage #18 January 2018
— Jack Clark-Robinson, ofm —

or over a year now, I have written these monthly
articles as a means of reflecting on the richness of
our Franciscan tradition of life and ministry together as seen in the current legislation of the
Order, primarily the General Constitutions and General Statutes. My articles have been a bit
“stream of conscious,” generally following one on the other according to where the previous
article led the reflection. For the next six months, that is through the Extraordinary Chapters of
May 2018, and in the June article to follow, I am going to attempt to be more deliberately
responsive to the most important collective issue which will face the friars of the six Provinces
currently engaged in the Revitalization and Restructuring process during our Franciscan lives: do
we wish to face the future together as a united brotherhood, marshaling all of the resources God

F
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has shared with us to proclaim the Gospel with renewed confidence?
ur General Constitutions direct that we will all belong to a Province, a Custody or a
Foundation as stated Article 168: The Order of Friars Minor is made up of friars
incorporated into Provinces, Custodies or Foundations immediately subject to the Minister
General and governed in accordance with the norms of universal and proper law by the same
Minister General with his Definitory. Then Article 169 goes on to expand on that statement to
say that the usual form of organization of the friars will be a Province: §1 The Province, the
basic unit in the life and mission of the Order, is made up of friars incorporated in it, living
together in Houses and governed by the Minister Provincial with his Definitory in accordance
with universal and proper law. Section 2 of Article 169 specifies that the Custody of the Holy
Land permanently “by reason of tradition” retains the name “Custody,” while the Constitutions
and Statutes envision all other custodies as transitory in nature, though some last a very long time.

O

hatever the structure by which Friars organize their lives and ministry, it is of
paramount importance to always keep in mind something that John Vaughn once
said to me as we sat in serious conversation in the dining room at Old Mission Santa Barbara. (I
have learned in more than thirty years of Franciscan life that the most important reflections on
our life generally happen at a dining room table or at recreation!) John said, “Franciscan
structures exist to serve the fraternal life and ministry of the friars. Friars do not live to serve
structures.” Uniting into one new Province will inevitably reduce the individual human friar cost
of serving structures as we move forward for two very important reasons.

W

irst, there will inevitably be great costs to the effort to revitalize our Franciscan life and
restructure our fraternal governance, but the creation of one new Province from six
current Provinces will maximize the pool of friars from which the individual efforts will come.
The more friars at work on this grand project, the less work will be required of any one friar.
There will be room for the creativity, knowledge, and spiritual gifts of every friar to be put to use,
but there will also be less need to stretch the abilities and energy of any individual friar to the
breaking point.

F

econd, one new Province will have one new Minister Provincial, and even with the
very real possibility of full-time Definitors, over time, the number of friars serving the
structures of one Province will inevitably be less than those serving the structures of six
Provinces. Following the general rule that efforts which do not have to be duplicated are more
efficient than efforts where work and tasks are duplicated, combined with the possibility of a
more efficient use of lay collaborators, could mean that a greater number of friars would be
available for a hands-on ministry in one new Province. In other words, in a short time, the total
number of friars doing ministry with others in one new Province could be greater than the sum of
the friars in the six Provinces currently doing such ministry because of a lesser need to serve
structures.

S
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rticle 169 of the General Constitutions also stipulates that the friars are “living
together in Houses.” Though I have already written about the importance of the local
community in these articles, I think that it is important to reiterate one very important point about
our local communities in the face of the possibility of our renewal spurred on by restructuring.
The General Constitutions envision the Order as a brotherhood of Provinces as well as friars and
the Province as a brotherhood of Houses as well as friars. The concern most often expressed at
the idea of restructuring our fraternal governance from six Provinces to one new Province is that
the friars will lose the intimacy of their relationship with their Minister Provincial. Though the
one new Province will not be as large as Holy Name Province was in the past and will shortly be
smaller than Sacred Heart Province was, the perceived difference between the present and the
not-so-distant past lies in the belief which has arisen in recent decades that fraternal life is
centered in the Province and not in the local community. Historically renewal of fraternal life
and ministry among the friars has most often begun with local communities of friars rather than
the Province. The Recollect Reform, for example, began with houses of recollection. Local
communities when given the possibility of greater autonomy and at the same time required to
take greater responsibility for the way that they live Franciscan life, could make for a greater
flexibility in ministries and for a greater accountability of the friars to one another in our
Franciscan life “on the ground” where renewal can take place. So quite possibly, one new united
Province could encourage the renewal of Franciscan life and ministry in ways that our current six
Provinces will never be able to do.

A

ver the next months, I hope to continue to explore questions regarding fraternal
governance, Provincial cultures and fraternity in mission as the unification of
Provinces will affect them.

O

3-7 January

American Catholic Historical Association in Washington, D.C.

8-12 January

Interprovincial Retreat at Holy Cross Retreat

Jack’s Journeys

15-16 January Provincial Definitorium and Chapter Planning

Jack’s Journeys

17 January

Guardian and Local Minister Gathering

18-21 January Franciscan Intellectual Tradition Secretariat Meeting in Denver
21-27 January Teaching Novices in Santa Barbara

Birthday Greetings . . .
Maynard Shurley . . . 01/04/1956
Dale Jamison . . . 01/11/1947
Gordon Boykin . . . 01/19/1945
Abel Olivas . . . 01/19/1972
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