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Toward Cultural Understanding
Sr. Catherine Clemons, DC
Saturday afternoon, January 27, a Cultural Enrichment Afternoon for new religious and priests of the
Diocese of Gallup took place at Villa Guadalupe, Gallup, home of the Little Sisters of the Poor. The gathering was
designed to give those who have recently arrived in the Diocese a knowledge of how best to serve the Native
Peoples.
Dale Jamison, OFM, Director of Native American Ministry for the Diocese, gave an excellent presentation
to start the session. He spoke of his experiences in various parishes and stressed the importance of “listening to the
people”. He related the “white man’s experience” with the Native People. He emphasized the humility needed to
admit outsiders do not know everything when they move around on the various
Reservations. Dale cited how Native People see and experience life situations so
differently than the Anglos. An example: The Dakota Pipeline. Anglos refer to the
“protesters”, while the Native peoples refer to themselves as “The Water Protectors”.
To them, water is life, so they refer to her differently than outsiders do.
Maynard Shurley, OFM, co-principal of St. Francis School, Gallup, spoke from
the perspective of the Navajo, being himself Navajo. He helped those working with the
dying to know what kind of things to say that would be comforting and meaningful.
Maynard’s presentation was gentle and yet powerful.
Sr. Marilyn Ross, SBS, offered the Pueblo perspective, being from the Pueblo
culture herself. She wore traditional dress, and explained many customs and ways of
viewing things. She explained, with great passion, the meaning of the Deer Dance, and
helped those in attendance to understand the sacredness of the dance itself, and what it
means to the Pueblo people.
Maynard Shurley, OFM
To prevent repetition of the many
mistakes which have been made in the past by well-meaning ministers,
attendees were reminded that we do not come to the Reservations to bring
God there. Rather, we come to find the God who is already there: in the
people, in the land, and in the very atmosphere of the Reservations
themselves. We were reminded that Reservation Land is holy ground and
that we are visitors to the Nations who live there. Respect, kindness and
listening are most important, and those in attendance felt inspired and
enriched by the gathering.

Communications Corner
News

Transitions

A National Symposium on the Life of the Religious
Brother (open to laity, religious and priests interested in
learning more about the vocation of the Religious
Brother) will take place at the University of Notre
Dame on Saturday, March 25, 2017. More information:
www.yearforconsecratedlife.com/brothers-symposium.html
or email: mnovelly@cmsm.org

Santa Barbara Province

Friar Alessandro, the “Voice of Assisi”, will be featured
in a special to be broadcast on local PBS stations during
March (check local listings). The concert was recorded
in 2016 at the Basilica of St. Francis in Assisi.
“Living Laudato Si: The Most Franciscan Encyclical
Ever!” is a retreat for all Franciscan Friars, hosted by
the Santa Barbara Province, offered at St Francis
Retreat in San Juan Bautista, California, July 9-14,
2017. It is offered in the spirit of renewal being
discussed as part of inter-provincial discussions.
Summer Classes
The Franciscan School of Theology, Oceanside,
California, will offer four summer classes - one week
each - during the month of July. More information is
available by calling (760) 547-1800, ext. 203 or at
www.fst.edu
St. Bonaventure University, School of Franciscan
Studies, is offering a variety of classes, lectures, and
conferences throughout the summer months. For more
information, call 716-375-2062, or visit their website:
www.sbu.edu/academics/schools/franciscan-studies
Jack Along the Padres’ Trail
March 5-14 - Franciscan History Presentations
Interprovincial Novitiate, Burlington, WI
March 14–16 - Regional Meeting, San Antonio, TX
March 19-20 - Regional Meeting, St. Michaels, AZ
March 21 - Regional Meeting, Albuquerque, NM
March 22-26 - American Academy of Franciscan
History Meeting, San Diego, CA
March 27-28 - Chapter Planning Mtg - Las Cruces, NM
March 31 - Depart for ESC Ministers Provincial Mtg.
Dublin, Ireland
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Vincent Nguyen OFM, will be ordained to the
priesthood on Saturday, March 25, 2017, at Saints
Simon & Jude Parish, Huntington Beach, California.
William Short, OFM, has been appointed Director of
the Collegium S. Bonaventurae – International Center
for Franciscan Studies and Research in Rome.
Sacred Heart Province
Ed Tverdek, OFM, will make his solemn profession at
the Quincy University Chapel, Quincy, Illinois on
March 11, 2017 at 1:30 pm.
Rest in Peace
Stephen Tan Nguyen, OFM (SB) - January 17, 2017
Ervan Beers, OFM (SB) - January 20, 2017
Efrem Trettel, OFM (SB) - January 20, 2017
Valens Waldschmidt, OFM (SJB)
Senior of the province - January 28, 2017
Gregory Stasinski, OFM (ABVM) - January 31, 2017
Bernardine Hahn, OFM (SH) - February 8, 2017
(age 101)
Rock Travinkar, OFM (SJB) - February 14, 2017
Blase Karas, OFM (ABVM) - February 15, 2017

Birthdays
9 – Charlie Martinez
20 – Joseph Redinbo
20 – Richard Rohr
24 – Ricardo Garcia
24 – Chris Kerstiens

2

Let the Celebrations Begin...
All through 2017, four friars will celebrate their 50th jubilees of religious profession at various times and various
places. The festivities began when John Friebel, OFM, and Dale Jamison, OFM, were among those honored at
the Diocese of Gallup’s annual Celebration of Consecrated Life on Saturday, February 4, at Sacred Heart
Cathedral.
At the brunch preceding Mass, religious from across the diocese gathered to enjoy a meal and lively
conversation. Introduced by Sr. Pat Bietsch, OSF, president of the diocesan Sisters’ Council, the jubilarians each
spoke of their vocations: Br. John about his various construction projects and love of gardening, Fr. Dale about
his many years in the diocese’s pueblos and on the Navajo Reservation.
Bishop James Wall presided at the Mass, which included an opportunity for all religious present to review their
vows. Bishop Wall also presented the jubilarians with certificates for their service to the diocese.

Sr. Josephine Goebels pins a corsage on
Dale Jamison, OFM

John Friebel, OFM, renews his vows along with other
jubilarians (l to r): Sr. Catherine Mary Gachau, LSP, Sr. Maria
Christina Sosa, HNSG, and Sr. Jolene Retzer, CSA

Friars in attendance at the Gallup jubilee
celebration:
L to R: Joseph Gonsalves, OFM, Pio O’Connor,
OFM, Glenn Humphrey, OFM, Gilbert
Schneider, OFM, Don Billiard, OFM
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Into Our Tradition – A Monthly Reflection from Our Franciscan Heritage
Jack Clark Robinson, OFM
Not that my feeble efforts to speak of our
Franciscan vows through the lens of their initial
presentation in the General Constitutions of the Order
have in any way exhausted the wisdom which could be
gained from studying the Constitution’s precepts, but I am
going to conclude this reflection with a look at the last two
sections of Article 9 and, next month, move on to why the
vows, indeed why are we called to live a Franciscan life at
all?
But first, Article 9:
§3 Ministers, Guardians and all friars are
to remember that chastity is preserved
more securely when charity thrives in
community life; therefore they are to give
great attention to fostering brotherly love
in the fraternity.
§4 To live the vow of chastity, the friars
are to preserve purity of heart, and are to
endeavor to regard all creatures with
humility and devotion, conscious that they
have been created for the glory of God.
Section 3 points to a universal truth. Every human
being, in order to maintain mental, emotional and spiritual
health, needs to love and be loved. I am certain that some
psychologists and thinkers give the need different names,
such as “reciprocal regard and respect” or “the need to be
known and appreciated, and the longing to know and
appreciate others in return.” Whatever the description, that
trait boils down to a human need to be connected to other
human beings in a profound way, to be loved and to love.
The absence of love, even when all of the other necessities
of life are present to allow the physical body to thrive, can
lead to enormous mental and emotional harm. Most often
the effects of that lack of love are seen among those who
were deprived of the nurturing quality of love in their
childhood. But the need to love and be loved does not
have an expiration date in any of our lives.
As I write these words, I recall a recent and
common experience as I visited two of our most senior
friars. One of the friars was in his bed and the other in his
chair in the Felician Care Center, a nursing facility where
they receive excellent medical and physical care. They are
in their eighties and well weighed down by their years. As
I was leaving their rooms, I leaned over and kissed each of
the two friars on the top of his head as I said, “I love you.”
It was the very same leave that I took of my mom during
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the last 20 of her 98 years. No matter how old or how
young we are, we need to be loved and to love.
Sometimes we have to grow in our means of expressing
love, as I doubt that 30 years ago I would have ever kissed
either of these friars or spoken of my love for him, and I
have even greater doubts that either of them would have
then replied the way they both do now, “Love you, too!”
But knowing that I have brothers who love me, and I have
experienced the love of my brothers in a thousand different
ways, helps me to be chaste. Every country music ballad
on the radio seems to lament that if you aren’t getting love
at home, you will look for it elsewhere. We need to make
sure that we are sharing fraternal love with each other at
home as followers of Francis vowed to chastity.
Section 4 of Article 9, speaks of the preservation
of purity of heart, regarding all creatures with humility and
devotion. Why are chastity and creatures being talked
about in the same sentence? If we call to mind that the
most profound physical way in which any human being
can make a mark on the world is by having children - that
is adding to the world physical replicas of our bodies, our
very selves - we can begin to understand what is being said
here. Chaste celibacy on our part as Franciscans means
that we must recognize the temptation that we face, even
as celibates - maybe especially as those without the
prospect of descendants - to leave our mark on the world
by leaving behind a “replica” of ourselves. This could be
by making things over in our own image: Provinces,
parishes, schools, young friars in formation or older friars
entrusted to our care as Ministers and Guardians. To seek
to transform a parish, or school, or novice into my own
image is a violation of chaste celibacy. I may mean well,
when I seek to mold others into my likeness, and I may
have valuable contributions to make to help others to
grow, but all living things have already “been created for
the glory of God.” Part of my chaste celibacy is to
recognize the beauty of God’s creation and do my best not
to “pollute” it.
With this final section on the vow of chastity, we
come back to the first line of Article 9: we live chastity for
the sake of the kingdom of God. God’s kingdom is not
only in the world to come, it is in the world in which we
live here and now. Our humble and devoted - our loving care for creation recognizes that all of us are to give glory
to God in all that we do, in all that we do not do, and in
who we are: those created in the image and likeness of
God, Who is Love.
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Hither and Yon
During February, various events saw friars from Our Lady of Guadalupe Province traveling across the United
States, and friars from other Provinces traveling to Albuquerque!
Andres Gallegos, OFM, Chris Kerstiens, OFM,
Joe Nelson, OFM, and Michael Burns, OFM,
attended the Interprovincial Retreat held February
6-10 at San Pedro Spiritual Renewal Center,
Winter Park, Florida

Vocation directors from the seven U.S. Provinces recently
met at Serra Retreat Center, Malibu, California.
Front L to R: Conrad Fernández, OFM, Luis
Aponte-Merced, OFM, Charlie Martinez, OFM
Back L to R: Thom Smith, OFM, Eric Pilarcik, OFM,
Michael Surufka, OFM, Basil Valente, OFM
Photo Courtesy: Sacred Heart Province

U.S. representatives of the English Speaking
Conference Communicators gathered at A
Becoming Place, Albuquerque, February 16-17 to
discuss future opportunities and challenges.
L to R: Bill Spencer, OFM, Michael Surufka,
OFM, Toni Cashnelli, Tom Washburn, OFM, Jack
Clark Robinson, OFM, Charles Talley, OFM,
Jocelyn Thomas, Jim Lause, OFM, Jim McIntosh,
OFM, Julie Ferraro

Where to Find Us...
Internet:
www.swfranciscans.org
Twitter:
SWFranciscans
US Franciscans: www.usfranciscans.org

Facebook: SWFranciscans
Youtube:
SWFranciscans
Franciscans for Justice: www.franciscansforjustice.org
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Mark Your Calendars!

St. Francis Parish, Gallup, NM
The Albuquerque Premiere of

The Sultan and the Saint
a film about Muslim-Christian peace

will take place at
Holy Family Church, 562 Atrisco Drive, SW
Albuquerque, NM
Thursday, April 20, 2017
Reception: 5:30 PM
Program: 6:00 PM

Day of Reflection
Saturday, March 25, 2017 - 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Presenters: Sr. Rose Marie Cecchini, MM (English)
José Luis Peralta Andrade, OFM (Spanish)

St. Peter Parish, Roswell, NM
Bishop Robert Barron's Catholicism: The Pivotal Players
Fridays, beginning March 3, 2017 - 6:00 PM
Presenter: Charlie Martinez, OFM

St. Mary Mission, Tohatchi, NM
Poor Man’s Supper
Fridays, beginning March 3, 2017
Mass at 6:30 PM, followed by a simple meal

The Padres’ Trail is the newsletter for the Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Editor: Julie Ferraro, Director of Communications.
Contact: 1204 Stinson Street SW, Albuquerque, NM 87121. Office phone: 505-831-9199 x 511
Send articles, photos, letters or article suggestions by the last day of the month to: communicationsolg@gmail.com
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