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Many Parts But All One Body . . .
The Easter Triduum as celebrated in various regions of our Province

— Photos’ courtesy of Bernard Keele, OSB Oliv. —
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—A photo’s courtesy Charlie Martinez, ofm —

St. Peter and St. John Parishes in Roswell were packed for Holy Week Services. Parishioners were visibly moved
by the Triduum services and all the hard work of preparation was worth the effort. Both parishes had catechumens and
candidates who received the Sacraments of Initiation and were received into the church. In addition to the Triduum
Services, St. John offered a live reenactment of the Passion on Good Friday using silhouettes. Several out of town
visitors commented that the liturgies were inspiring and that they were grateful for the opportunity to participate.

— Photos’ courtesy of Sandra Martinez —
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— Photos courtesy of Pat Bietsch —

— Photo’s courtesy Gerry Steinmetz, ofm —
Good Friday walking to Acoma with Luke Lewis with many other pilgrims. Caminando con joven Lucas a Acoma con muchos
peregrinos y oraciones y recordando los inmigrantes caminando en el desierto. Palm Sunday in Acoma pueblo using leafy
branches decorated by young and old to welcome Jesús who can Save us. Ramos de la gente de Acoma dando bienvenida a
Jesucristo que puede salvarnos.
Page 3 of 9

Chapel Blessing . . .
Pictures courtesy of Tim Howsare, Roswell Daily Record & Sandra Martinez

St. John the Baptist Parish in Roswell held the blessing of their newly renovated Our
Lady of Angels Chapel on Tuesday, March 27.
Minister Provincial Jack Clark Robinson, ofm officiated
the Mass which
was attended by
approximately
200 people.
Robinson said
the chapel will
be used for
daily Mass,
Eucharistic Adoration, baptisms and smaller wedding
services. Eduardo (Lalo) Espinosa, ofm pastor said the
project took nearly eight months to complete and that
everything is new except for the foundation and structure. All the work was done by volunteers
from the congregation.

The Very Short-Lived Guadalupe Province Airline
— Jack Clark Robinson, ofm —

Last fall, Edwin J. (Bud) Hefley, Jr., who claims that the first time that he was helped out
by the Franciscans with his spiritual life was more than a few decades ago, contacted me with the
idea that he donate one of the two small airplanes that he
owned to the Province. He had been thinking for some
time that he really did not need two airplanes anymore. I
contacted Msgr. Richard Olona, a longtime friend of the
friars and a small-plane pilot himself. Richard agreed to
check out the plane, as it gave him an excuse to fly to
Portales NM where Bud had his planes hangered. Richard
and a friend of his, who is a regular broker of airplane sales,
flew to Portales. They met Bud and looked over the plane.
They were impressed by how well the plane had been
Bud Hefley
maintained – it is more than seventy years old! It was then
that I found out that it is not uncommon for planes that age
which have been well maintained to still be in use, as there are no small planes of this sort being
manufactured these days.
I accepted Bud’s generous offer of the gift of the airplane, which he understood from the
beginning that the Province would attempt to sell. He understood my reluctance to let the friars
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know that we had an airplane, as our insurance premiums are high enough with the friars driving
automobiles. And, I would hate to think of some friar “pilot” getting hurt in a crash! The plane
went up for sale and in a few months went to a happy buyer in Nebraska.
Holy Week, I had the opportunity to go from the blessing of the new daily Mass Chapel at
St. John’s in Roswell to Portales so that I could thank Bud in person. He wanted to show me the
plane that he still has, since it is the same make (a “Stinson”) and model of plane that was very
briefly the entire fleet of the Guadalupe Province Airline. I told Bud that I wanted to buy him
lunch as a part of our expression of appreciation, and he insisted that we go to a Subway
Sandwich Shop. We had a delightful time together, and I hope have begun a great friendship!

Regional Meetings Report . . .
The friars of the Province gathered for two Regional Meetings in March. On the 12th,
friars gathered at St. Michael Mission, while on the 13th, they were at A Becoming Place.
During the Regional Meetings, several items were discussed
including an update on the health of some of the friars and the
announcement that Bro. Bernard Keele, OSB Oliv, who has
been with us since 2016 exploring a Franciscan vocation, will
be headed off to the novitiate this summer. The Provincial
Council believes that participating in the novitiate will allow
Bernard to receive a more systematic presentation of the
Franciscan sources, traditions and community life than simple
St Michael’s Regional Meeting
residence in our
friaries has allowed
him.
We spoke about the transformation of the
Franciscan Studio, which was the place on the grounds of
the Provincial Curia where Bro. Bart Wolf produced so
many beautiful pieces of church furniture, into a meeting
St Michael’s Meeting
space with a kitchen
for Franciscan and parish gatherings. With no objections to
the idea voiced at the Regional Meetings, the project will
now go forward. The house which the Province owns in
Santa Fe has been for sale since the late fall. We are in hopes
that it will sell soon, now that the spring real estate buying
season is upon us. We are also exploring the sale of the
houses in San Antonio, TX, and Oceanside, CA, as well as
the property in Bluewater, NM. At the same time, after
Albuquerque Region Meeting
consulting with the Business Advisory Committee, the
Province is going to make an offer to buy another piece of property in Albuquerque, which
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everyone sees as a smart purchase for us.
The friars were encouraged to take advantage of the continuing education opportunities at
the Franciscan School of Theology this summer. Ten friars attended a week of classes there last
summer and found the experience very rewarding.
We discussed the Revitalization and Restructuring Process, including a speculative time
line of what might happen after the six
Provinces vote on May 30th the idea of
restructuring our fraternal governance into one
Province.
Gerry Steinmetz and Maynard Shurley
(at St. Michaels) and Eduardo Espinosa (at A
Becoming Place) led discussions of a Southwest
Franciscan approach to missiology, following up
Albuquerque Friars Meeting
on discussions begun at our Provincial Chapter
last May.
Finally, there was a lively discussion of Friars and guns in light of the current national
concern with guns and violence. No conclusions were reached, but the need for further discussion
and perhaps some Provincial policies with regard to safe gun practices became evident.

Into Our Tradition
A monthly Reflection from Our Franciscan Heritage #21 April 2018
— Jack Clark Robinson, ofm —

rticle 19 of the General Constitutions says: §1 Faithful to
their profession, the friars, when they pray, follow Christ
who gives thanks most profoundly to the Father and “is living to
intercede for us.” With Good Friday Ways of the Cross just behind us, let us follow Christ in a
Franciscan vocational Way of the Cross:

A

I. Jesus is Condemned - We have been condemned to live a Franciscan life! We might
not think of it that way, but if the Way of the Cross for Jesus began with the condemnation
of Jesus by Pilot, that condemnation we know, because we recognize who Jesus is, was a
call as much as a condemnation. Our vocation is a condemnation as much as a call. Will
we like Jesus, be willing to hear not once, but for the rest of our lives, the call to take up a
self-sacrificing life which condemns us to live not for ourselves, but for God, for others?
II. Jesus Takes Up His Cross - We have to start somewhere, for most of us, we took up
the Cross of living Franciscan life by adjusting ourselves to the weight of a formation
program routine. We lived under the weight of someone else telling us when to get up,
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when to pray, when to eat, what to wear, and how to go about our lives. And when we
entered the novitiate, or made profession, we quite literally put on a Cross-shaped habit
and said, I will carry the weight of this Cross for the rest of my life, and I will let it set me
apart from those whom I meet on the street, even most of those whom I meet in Church. I
take up the Cross.
III. Jesus Falls the First Time Under the Weight of the Cross - We remember the first
time that we fell after taking up our Cross. We stepped on the hem walking up steps. We
bent over to pick up something and the fabric of our Cross-shaped habit did not get
completely back up with us. Or we caught that silly cord on a chair and got stuck, or
worse, noisily pulled the chair over in a quiet classroom with our peers looking on. And
those are nothing more than physical falls, mere inconveniences and obstacles which we
all quickly learn to negotiate. The real falls, the true disasters are still to come when spirit
or soul or mind trips, rather than mere flesh.
IV. Jesus Meets His Mother - Did Jesus think when he met his mother on the streets of
Jerusalem, it will never be the same again? We cannot go home to Nazareth now, Mom,
no matter how much we might want to. Things can never be the same again. There comes
a moment in our Franciscan lives, when we realize that we cannot turn back, and often that
moment is because of an encounter with the past, either home or family or friends. We
realize that we have changed, that even though the journey may only be just begun, we are
not who we were before. We are not the same, and we can never be the same again.
V. Simon of Cyrene Helps Jesus Carry His Cross - Simon of Cyrene had sons named
Alexander and Rufus. They get mentioned in the Gospels just once, but that mention of
their names reminds us that none of us, not Jesus, not Simon, none of us is without
community, or else we would probably never be able to finish the good work to which we
are called when we are condemned to be Franciscans. We have met Simon of Cyrene and
Alexander and Rufus dozens of times. We have realized that without the help of
community, without the help of brothers and sisters, the weight of even a Cross made of
cloth would grow unbearably heavy.
VI. Veronica Wipes the Face of Jesus - From the time of Jesus until today, the Faith
would never have made it from one generation to another without courageous,
compassionate and committed women. Just as only a woman would have braved the
Roman soldiers to offer a moment’s comfort to Jesus, so very, very often, only women can
show us the true image of what courage, compassion and commitment mean in carrying
out the ministry, in living the life, to which we have been called for the benefit of others
with real and immediate needs. And in being there, in the moment, Jesus will change us.
VII. Jesus Falls the Second Time - If the first fall once we took up the Cross-shaped
habit was merely physical, the second is likely to be far more spiritual, far more likely to
break open our hearts than to scrape our knees. And we need to recognize that this fall,
this failure arising from something we said or did that we know was not in keeping with
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whom we have committed ourselves to becoming as Franciscans can be our first great
opportunity to grow beyond an immature seeking to become a friar on our own terms and
instead to lead us to becoming the friar whom God longs for us to be.
VIII. Jesus Meets the Women of Jerusalem - Once we are real, once we have trod our
way in the Cross-shaped habit for a while, we may have begun to have something real to
say to others. Be they the women of Jerusalem, or people in front of us in a thousand
different situations, if they see authenticity in us, if they see that we know what it is to
really live, to fall and to get up again with humility, to keep going in the face of adversity
because we see the beauty of our destination and the joy of traveling toward it with others,
then as God grants, they will listen to the Good News that we have to share.
IX. Jesus Falls the Third Time - If the first friar fall was physical, and the second friar
fall was spiritual, the third friar fall, if we have the privilege of getting there, will be both.
Our bodies ache with the passing of years. Our spirits grow weary not simply from our
mistakes and failures, but from having become all too familiar with the mistakes and
failures of others. We stumble over the rocky barrenness of a world which seems no more
aware of God’s love now than when we first took up our Cross-shaped habit. And not
unlike Jesus, we know ourselves near the end of our journey. God grant us perseverance --- and hope.
X. Jesus is Stripped of His Garments - If the Cross-shaped habit has been the burden we
were long-ago condemned to carry, it has also been a protection, a cover, a way of
identifying ourselves with a community and a tradition which though not without flaws,
has given much good to the world. But, maybe now, maybe sometime earlier, someone
will ask, what good are you Franciscans? Are you really who you say you are? Are you
really followers of the Poor Man of Assisi, heralds of the Great King, and proclaimers of
the Good News? If we strip away the cloth, are you really Cross-shaped to the bone?
XI. Jesus is Nailed to the Cross - Jesus nailed to the Cross is Jesus stuck to where he is –
no going back, no ducking the questions, no getting away from where life and his
commitment to love have gotten him. We are all nailed to the Cross and reality of the
present moment. We could wish that things had turned out differently, or hope for Divine
intervention to sweep us up into a better situation, but the reality is that we are where we
are. God has brought us – with love, with care, with purposes in mind of which we can
only dream to know, God has brought us to where we are, and we are here for a reason.
XII. Jesus Dies on the Cross - Jesus let go, and so must we. Jesus handed everything
over to his Father, and so must we. Jesus came to the realization that his life had not been
about him, but for others, and so must we. In English, often one of the first things that
infants learn to say is “Good-bye,” a contraction of the phrase, “God be with you.” The
greatest “good-bye” which we will ever say is the final recognition that the true meaning
of our lives is found not in the wish that God accompany us wherever we journey, but
from the realization that our whole life’s journey has been for us to be with God.
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XIII. Jesus is Taken Down from the Cross - We have brothers, and as Francis said, our
brothers are to be mothers in their care for each other. Maybe the greatest lesson of our
Franciscan lives involves learning to trust one another with the humility and vulnerability
with which Christ placed his life in our hands so many centuries ago, and still places his
life in our hands in the poor, the weak, the sorrowing, the cold, the hungry, the powerless,
the mourning, the guilty and the innocent of our world. Let us be tender and gentle with
each other and with Christ, who is all around us in all human beings and in all creation.
XIV. Jesus is Placed in the Tomb - The tomb is not empty nor silent nor a place of
unending death when Jesus is there. And for all of the appearance of emptiness, silence
and finality, when we reach the tomb where our prayers appear mostly lost in the
confusion of misplaced ribbons in books with print too small to see, when our fraternal life
seems to consist entirely of the frustrating need for others to do things for us, and when we
have come to the end of this ministry or that, our tombs will be filled with the prayers that
accompany us, the fraternity that supports us and the life that we have given away.
XV. The Resurrection - From God the Creator to God the Creator through the
Incarnation, the teaching, the miracles and the Good News of Jesus the Christ and his
Passion, Death and Resurrection, guided by the presence, the inspiration and the working
of the Holy Spirit who keeps us from going completely off track. Thus is all the history of
the universe summed up in the Franciscan vision of THE STORY of God at work for the
salvation of the world, revealed in all of the Our Stories that we share and in My Story
lived through God’s Love. Amen!

Adios, Vietnam!
— Bruce Michalek, ofm —

I will be returning to the USA on April 16 after spending
three months in Vietnam, where I taught conversational English
to the twenty-one Vietnamese Franciscan Novices. I lack the
words to properly express my gratitude for the opportunity to live
and share Franciscan Life with these fine young Sons of St
Francis. I learned so very much.

Efren Quintero, April 10
Emetic Nordmeyer, April 12
Michael Burns, April12
Duane Torisky, April 19
Jorge Hernandez, April 23
Jose Rodriguez, April 25
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