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And So It Began . . .
Our Provincial Chapter 2017 officially ended on
Friday, June 2 with a concluding Mass and words of
encouragement and hope from our Minister Provincial,
Jack Clark Robinson, OFM.
This Chapter was particularly unique in that we were
privileged to host three Friar representatives from five
other OFM Franciscan Provinces in the USA. Their presence and participation truly enriched our
gathering. And, for the first time ever (I think), we took
advantage of the modern technology at our disposal to
include our elder Friars in the Chapter via Internet video
transmissions. This innovation even allowed Larry
Schreiber and Emeric Nordmeyer to participate in the
election of our new Provincial Council. How about that!
The Chapter schedule was thankfully (for most of us) quite
leisurely. Ample time was provided in the schedule for
fraternal time to share stories, play games, enjoy a drink (or
New chapel at the Mesilla Park NM retreat house.
two?), pray, sleep, eat good food, listen to inspirational
homilies and reflections, dream, complain, affirm each
other and, oh yes, elect a new Leadership team to affirm and perhaps at times be a counterpoint
for the Administration.

I am a firm believer in the saying, “a picture is worth a thousand words.” I will allow them to
tell the rest of the story.

Lighting votive candles to ask
Our Lady of Guadalupe to
guide and inspire us.
Registration on Sunday
afternoon.

We listened to the Rule

Inspiring logo design by our
Jose Luis Peralta

We had ample time in the
schedule to re-hash the
popular and not so popular
stories of our revered friars.
And, truth be told, sometimes
we tattled on ourselves.

Our Chapter was enhanced by the presence of Friar
observers from the other OFM Provinces.

Jubilee Celebration Greatly Enjoyed by All
Monday evening was set aside to celebrate with our Jubilarians. Along
with the Mass of Thanksgiving, we were once again reunited with our
former Minister Provincial, Larry Dunham, OFM who flew in from the
Franciscan Monastery in Washington, D.C. to
be with his fellow Jubilarians and to impart
some “words of wisdom” in his homily. All of
the Jubilarians were celebrating Fifty Years of
Profession. Deo Gracias!

Jubilarian Larry Dunham
imparts his wisdom to the
brethren.

A serenata from the Mexican
Friar students who drove in
from El Paso TX to celebrate
with us.

New Leadership Team Elected
Wednesday afternoon, May 31st was the appointed time in the schedule for us to call upon the
Holy Spirit for inspiration as we elected our Leadership team for the next three years. The
process was relatively painless as Friars were nominated and voted for. The final slate of
Councilors are a good sampling of our various ministries in the Province.

Efren Quintero is also our new
Province Secretary.
He is a Lay Friar.

Dale Jamison is Pastor at the
Mission in Tohatchi. He is also
the Director of Native
Ministries for the Diocese of
Gallup.

Gerry Steinmetz is the Pastor of
Laguna and its missions. He
has ministered in both Mexico
and Peru.

Patrick Schafer is the Pastor of
Holy Family Church in
Albuquerque. H e is a native
New Mexican.

And On That Happy Note . . .
Dear Brothers,
May the Most High give you peace.
Thanks again for your attendance and participation
in our Provincial Chapter. I truly appreciate the efforts
that you made to be part of this important gathering.
Your newly elected Definitors: Efren, Dale, Gerry
Steinmetz and Patrick will be meeting with Charlie and
me in two separate times during June in order to conduct the Congressus, which will include a
number of important transfers and appointments among the friars.
Both meetings will be at the Provincial Curia:
Wednesday and Thursday, June 7th and 8th, at which time we hope to make preliminary
assignments and appointments.
Thursday and Friday, June 29th and 30th, at which time we hope to confirm and finalize
assignments and appointments.
We will be in touch with everyone between the 7th and 8th and the 29th and 30th. You are
welcome to contact any of us at any time, either about assignments or other issues.
Fraternally,
Jack

Into Our Tradition #11 June 2017
Jack Clark Robinson, OFM

This Into Our Tradition is adopted from the homily at the closing Mass
of the Provincial Chapter of Our Lady of Guadalupe Province on June
2nd, 2017. The Gospel was John 21:15-19, the Resurrection appearance
of Jesus on the beach in Galilee, and the Chapter theme was “Do
Whatever He Tells You.”
After Jesus revealed himself, after he had fed the disciples the first
breakfast, came the questions – they were asked of Peter, but they could
just as well have been asked of the whole Church – and of us. “Do you love me? Then show
me, not by what you do for Me, but Feed my lambs.” Shepherds do not create food. They lead
the sheep to where grass and water may be found. I do not have any food of my own to give you,
but I have found rich, lush, green grass, and cool, fresh, clear water in our Franciscan tradition. I
am completely convinced that we do have the resources in our Franciscan tradition, built always
on the Gospel, to flourish in abundance, no matter the scarcity that may seem to be all around us.
Francis wrote in the Rule: [Whenever the friars are and find themselves, let them mutually show
themselves to be among their family members. And let them without fear manifest to one another
their own need, since, if a mother nourishes and loves her own son according to the flesh, how
much more diligently should he love and nourish his own spiritual brother? (LR 6:7-8)
We have each other. Yes, there are divisions of age and ministry in the Province, but the Gospel
is deeper than the divisions. We have each other. I believe that to the depth of my soul, and I

believe that you believe it, too. The General Constitutions say in Article 45: §1 In close union
with the friars entrusted to them, the Ministers and Guardians are to seek to build up the
fraternity as a family united in Christ in which God is sought above all things. In their practice
of virtue and in their observance of the laws and traditions of the Order, they are to be an
example to the friars. §2 In order to promote responsible and active obedience, the Ministers and
Guardians are to listen to the views of the friars either separately as individuals or in meetings;
in fact, they are to ask for these views and encourage them, without prejudice, however, to their
authority to decide and command what must be done. §3 The friars are to offer assistance
willingly to the Ministers and Guardians, on whom a heavier burden has been laid; they are to
make their views known to them and put their decisions into practice wholeheartedly and in a
spirit of faith.
Article 45 not only calls us to build up the fraternity as a family of Christ, but for communication
among the friars, their Ministers and Guardians in order to build that family of Christ. Ministers
and Guardians. In the coming three years, I want us to go to work on our local communities,
strengthened by the ministry of their Guardians. I want us to be able to do what the General
Constitutions speak of in Article 87: §1 The whole fraternity, that is the Oder, the Province, the
House, as well as every friar, is not to live for itself alone; it must benefit others, and seek for
that same fraternal fellowship with all mankind which it cultivates in its own midst. §2 Since the
fraternal fellowship, based on prayer and penance, is the first and foremost witness to the
Gospel and a prophetic sign of a new human family, the manner of life of the friars among the
nations is to be such that whoever sees or hears them will glorify and praise the heavenly Father.
We have to work to grow ourselves into witnesses to the gospel and prophetic signs, not only for
our own good, and there is nothing more blessed than brothers living together as brothers, but for
the benefit of others. We are to help each other, and others, discover that the Reign of God is in
our midst and to help the world rejoice in that discovery. . . .
Jesus has asked me: Do you love me? Then show me, he said, “Feed my sheep.” I cannot create
the food, but I promise to lead you to it, as best I can, in the Gospels, in our Franciscan sources
and in our Franciscan documents. [I brought copies of the Rule, General Constitutions and
Statutes for each house.] . . .
After Jesus told Simon to feed his sheep, to tend his lambs, and feed his sheep, he gave him one
last command, the command that is truly at the heart of our faith, our
lives and our fraternity, Jesus said, “Follow me,” or as His Mother put it,
“Do whatever He tells you.”

Congratulations, Best Wishes and Prayers
The Franciscan School of Theology in Oceanside, California is sponsoring a
Summer Enrichment Program during the month of July. We are delighted that
the following Friars from our Province will be in attendance:

July 3-7, 2017
“Francis, Poverty & The Franciscan Movement” by Joe Chinnici, OFM

Ron Walters and Bernard Keele

July 24-28, 2017

“St Francis & Peacemaking” by Bill Short, OFM

Michael Burns, Edgardo Diaz, Joseph Gonsalves, Jorge Hernendez, Bernard Keele, Christopher
Kerstiens, José Luis Peralta, Erasmo Romero, Maynard Shurley, and George Ward.
We look forward to your return to the Province so that you can share your experience with us.

Heartfelt Congratulations to Miguel Alcantar
Contributed by Charlie Martinez, OFM

The evening of Tuesday, May 2nd was a memorable treat for the friars and friends of our OST
community in San Antonio, Texas. MIGUEL ALCANTAR gave two
recitals at Our Lady of the Lake University, Sacred Heart Chapel, as part
of the requirement for his Bachelor of Music degree. The first part of the
event was the voice recital and Miguel performed eleven selections from
classical composers. He made the audience sit up and take notice as soon
as he launched into the first selection, Che fiero costume by Giovanni
Legrenzi. His voice remained consistently full and eloquent all the way to
the last selection which was Agustin Lara’s Granada. All were impressed
with his strong voice and spectacular range.

The second part of the evening was the organ recital and Miguel
performed ten classical selections. The acoustics were perfect as he
played from pianissimo to full volume as demanded by the
various selections. Miguel showed a great degree of
accomplishment as he played with tremendous precision.
The audience applause grew noticeably louder as the
selections progressed, with a standing ovation and many
acclamations of “bravo” at the end.

The Voice Program: Che fiero costume, by Giovanni Legrenzi; “The
trumpet shall sound” from Messiah, by George Frideric Handel; My
lovely Celia, by George Monroe; “Non piu andrai” from The Marriage
of Figaro, by Mozart;
Der Lindenbaum, by Franz Schubert; Aufenthalt, by Franz Schubert; “Bella siccome un angelo” from Don Pasquale,
by Gaetano Donizetti; Lydia, by Gabriel Fauré; Les Berceaux, by Gabriel Fauré; Agnus Dei,by Georges Bizet;
Granada, Fantasia Española, by Agustín Lara
The Organ Program; “Verset I” from The Gloire Des Invalides, by Marcel Dupré; “Chorale” from Sonata No. 6 in
D minor, opus 64, by Felix Mendelssohn; Agincourt Hymn, by John Dunstable; “Basse et dessus de Trompette”
from Suite du Premiere Ton, by Louis-Nicolas Clerambault; Fugue in G minor BWV 578, by Johann Sebastian
Bach;
“Rondeau” from Partita No. 2 in C minor, by Johann Sebastian Bach; Prelude and Fugue in A minor, by Johann
Sebastian Bach; Prelude and Fugue in C Major, by Johann Sebastian Bach; “Air in G” by George Frideric Handel;
Toccata in D minor, by Johann Sebastian Bach

Graduation at Oblate School of Theology
Contributed by Charlie Martinez, OFM

May 5, 2017
The topics of “fake news” and “alternative facts” made their way to the
2017 Commencement Address at Oblate School of Theology on May 5th
of this year, at the Immaculate Conception Chapel in San Antonio.
Father Bryan Massingale, professor of theological and social ethics at
Fordham University was the commencement speaker.
Oblate School of Theology awarded several Master’s Degrees in Spirituality, Theology, Pastoral
Ministry, as well as several Master of Divinity degrees. One Doctor of Ministry degree was
awarded as were two honorary doctoral degrees. Among those who received a Master of Divinity
degree was our own EDGARDO DIAZ. We congratulate Edgardo and look forward to his
ministry as a transitional deacon in the province this coming year.

23 – Edgardo Diaz L 28 – Paul Juniet

Final Memories of Our Chapter 2017

