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Treasure or Trash . . . ?
Recently I had the opportunity to interview both Brie Montoya, our Provincial Archivist, and Jerry Grantner, OFM who is our part-time
“armchair archivist.” Here’s what they had to say.

Thank you for your interest in the archives! It holds a lot of information and important materials
regarding the history of the Province, OLG friars, and the communities and people they've worked with
since 1985 and beyond. Recently some historically valuable items were given
away and that is a detriment to the Province. It's unreasonable to think I can
collect and preserve everything that is out there, but why not try?
I was born in Albuquerque, graduated from St. Pius X, then with a
B.A. in History/minor in Religious Studies from UNM. I moved to Chicago in
2012 and started to attend Dominican University in River Forest, a suburb of
Chicago, in 2013. I graduated in August 2016
with a Master of Library and Information
Sciences. During my studies, I got an
internship with the Claretian Missionaries
Archives. Their Archivist, Malachy
McCarthy, is the one who heard about your
new archives here and told me about the job. I
started working with the Province mid-December 2016.
The job of a traditional archivist covers a wide variety of tasks
in order to preserve different parts of history. An archivist works to
acquire new collections; organize and rehouses collections (also known
as processing); describes collections and writes finding aids; and assist
researchers in using the collections. The mission of the Provincial
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Archives is to acquire, retain, organize, preserve, and maintain records generated by the Friars and
offices of OLG Province. Records can include documents, letters, papers, photographs and negatives,
publications, artwork, and like materials, as well as electronic material.
My daily routine is . . . no daily routine! I have projects I try to work
on, but something else always pops up to take me away from the task at hand.
There has been a lot of organizing - first figuring out where boxes, cabinets,
furniture, office supplies, etc. should go after the movers dropped them off.
Then getting to the "stuff" in the archives - I first needed to streamline the
major series for the records, arrange the materials into collections, then process
the collections by deciding what to keep. So far I have completed 10
collections on various parishes and missions. I
have also started one personal collection (but
after nearly twenty-five hundred items I had to
put it on hold). Brother Jerry has almost fully
processed the Padre's Trail Collection. Usually a few times a week,
someone will pop in to drop something off. I inventory the items then put
them in the freezer to kill any bugs that might be hiding in the contents.
Many archivists refer to themselves as lone arrangers. As one-man
or one-woman shows, we do it all. In addition to processing collections, I'm
currently developing policies and procedures that will eventually be made
into an Archives Manual. Topics cover collection management, records
management, disaster preparedness, and digitization of materials. I field
research phone calls and emails; pay the bills; inventory and order supplies;
contact other archivists and institutions about interns, donations, and ideas;
research collection subjects; brainstorm fund raisers; attend workshops; and work with donors ( the friars
of OLG). Earlier this week, I went on a field trip with Fr. Jack to Jemez to collect items from their
library.
My big project, and I mean BIG, is weeding the
archives’ library books. There are about 125 boxes of books
stacked in my office and I'm tasked with addressing each book
to see which are relevant to our mission, check the condition of
items, see if any are better suited to another institution, arrange
for transfer or donation, and tag and shelf those we are keeping.
Admittedly, sometimes while processing the
collections I come across something that catches my eye so I'll
take some time to read it or research it online. Interesting
tidbits can always be found in the Chronicles! While processing a collection, I came across about 10
typed pages that were folded and put inside the back cover of a chronicle book. They told the story of a
local woman that Father and the nuns were having problems with, each run-in upstaging the previous. It's
not often something this dramatic is chronicled, but that's ok because I like the small stuff too. Bingo
nights, visitors, Mass schedules, the name of the friary's dog - it's all important to showing a
comprehensive history of the Province.
As an aside, Fr. Jack asked that we mention that friars' diaries or friary/mission/parish chronicles
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are of interest and importance to the archives. They can be sent in or dropped off (or I can make a day
trip to do some item-collecting).
The Archives is open to the Friars of OLG, Provincial Services, and researchers. Anyone
desiring to use the Archives is asked to contact me with their credentials and research plan. We can then
set up an appointment in which I can assist the researcher in their
work. Some records are not accessible due to privacy and other
restrictions. There is also the possibility for limited remote
research.
Br. Bernard has been my most-regular researcher. He used
information from the completed St. Isabel Mission, Lukachukai,
Arizona Collection for his Mystery of History series.
Right now, my biggest challenge is the amount of
materials in our holdings. There are some items here that simply
don't have a place here, but everything needs to be properly assessed in order to decide what is to be kept,
transferred, donated, or otherwise disposed of. This takes time and there is no way to rush it or do it
superficially. I get as much done as I can in a day, but there is always something to do, always another
thing to add to the list. I very much enjoy this work though.
If anyone has items they would like to donate to the archives but aren't sure if the items belong,
please include my email and office phone number so they can contact me. I would rather be asked and
say no to something than for an item that is historically valuable be lost to the trash.

From Jerry Grantner’s Perspective . . .
Every so often a friar will come into the Archives carrying a couple of boxes and say, "I've got
some stuff for you." Inwardly, the Archivist Brie and I would groan, because we know that most of the
"stuff" would not belong in the Archives. One of the most
important responsibilities of Archivists is to decide what is
important to preserve and what isn’t. "To shred or not to shred;
that is the question." It is important for people to realize that not
everything they bring to the Archives will be put on a shelf. Some
material would be more appropriate going into a library or a
museum or the trash. However, we do
our best to find a corresponding home
for each item.
A person can tell the difference between libraries, museums, and
archives by the form of media that each handles. Museums focus on objects,
libraries on books and archives on records. Archivists primarily deal with
unique material (e.g., letters), while librarians mainly deal with material that
exists in published multiple copies. Museum curators, on the other hand, deal
with physical artifacts that have value within a particular context. It is helpful
to keep these distinctions in mind. We certainly do not intend to discourage
friars from bringing "stuff" to the Archives, but we would appreciate a
discriminating selection.
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The fact is, that the Province Archives simply does not have room for material that does not
belong in an Archives. That includes financial records generated by the administration or individual
friars. Some of these records need to be kept for a period of time (seven years) but not in the Archives.
Archivists go beyond just informational record keeping toward an understanding of the historic
interrelationships of the materials and their creators as a whole.
The Archives are here to preserve and make available the memories of the Franciscan friars and
ministries of Our Lady of Guadalupe Province. These records are stored as historical material of longterm value. In the words of William James, "The great use of a life is to spend it for something that
outlasts it."

Teaching in the Philippines
— Hilaire Valiquette, OFM

This will be my fifth year of teaching at Our Lady of the Angels Seminary College (OLAS,
undergraduate and MA, seminarians and lay students, including a few female students) and intercongregational Theological Consortium (ICTC, graduate theological level for around six congregations).
Both are on the grounds of OLAS in Quezon City, Philippines. The teaching assignments have been
Latin, Greek, Church History, Bonaventure’s Itinerarium Mentis in Deum and
Hebrew (only my first year; they dropped Hebrew for a second year of Greek).
I also spend a large amount of time mentoring the theses of the OLAS seniors
and a few graduate students. I hope I have made a contribution to the
programs. This past semester I mentored seven theses and proofread almost all
the others (around fifteen), along with five classes, it was just about too much!
I am also one of the confessors and spiritual directors for the novices, in the
state of Laguna; that involves a few trips to the novitiate and a few talks.
I believe the OLAS and ICTC programs do very well in combining
academic and pastoral/missiological experience. The OFM postulant program
(between college and the novitiate) includes pastoral and academic experiences
with postulants from other male and female
congregations, including living for a month with
people who are really poor, such a tribal family, a
fishing family, an urban poor family, a farming
family. Many of the postulants are middle class, and
this is something really new for them (as it would be for most of us). Another
experience is looking for a job and working for a month or so. The jobs range
from sweeping the street, to fast food employment, to office work. The living
situation of the theology students is also unique; they live in groups of five or
so, in an apartment in a poor section of town, sleeping in a group on the floor.
The whole program really emphasizes experiential learning.
There are, of course, the usual problems, but I have been much
impressed with the whole formation program, and with various other
experiences of living with the poor. The poverty is quite visible in the
Philippines; families living on the street, begging. There is also a lot of
violence, especially under the recent regime, where the policy of dealing with
drug users and dealers is to murder them. There is much concern about moving back to the martial law
days of Marcos, and the church leadership seems a bit too quiet.
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One goal of OLAS is to become the Asian center for Franciscan scholarship; it’s a long way off,
but our library includes a Franciscan section with scholarly
material donated from a number of places in the US. We do need
scholars working on Franciscan issues, both modern and early
Franciscans. I’m finding out how difficult Bonaventurian Latin
is! I’m supposed to be developing a journal for the program,
called Itinerarium. It’s hard getting articles, but I’ll try to get
some work done before school starts, including an article by yours
truly (at least the editor can’t toss it).
I suspect this will be my last year in the Philippines,
mainly because of health issues. But it has been a real challenge. I would appreciate your prayers.

Reflections on Laudato Si . . .
— Larry Bernard, OFM

Brother Bruce and I happily surprised each other when
we met at St. Francis Retreat Center in San Juan Bautista,
California (July 09-14, 2017). We both wanted to get the take
on the Franciscan approach to Pope Francis’ encyclical
“Laudato Si.” Our leader was Brother Keith Douglass Warner,
OFM of the Santa Barbara Province whose main work is
serving as a professor at the University of Santa Clara.
Being very social we both got to know every one of the 20
OFM and Conventual friars from around the United States. We
got together informally outside before meals as well as at the small tables for meals just as we do at our
retreats at Mesilla Park. We acted and felt already that we were simply one Franciscan fraternity.
In our conferences, we learned that Pope Francis really paid attention to St. Francis and his
teachings in making this encyclical! Brother Keith told how this is the most Franciscan encyclical ever
and how it calls for us to make its contents known in parishes and
everywhere else that we can access. Brother Keith took just five
themes from this very deep and involving document and
concentrated on only one each day, lest we be overwhelmed: Praise,
Love, Penance, Beauty and Vocation.
He gave us many questions, answers and much time to
meditate on them. Here are some of the questions: Have you had an
experience of creatures leading you to praise? Recall an experience
of creation stirring up love in you. How are vowed religious called to
put social love into practice? What is an ecological conversion? How are you called by “Laudato Si” to
respond to beauty? How does this encyclical shape our understanding of our vocation, our work with
youth and about how we promote the Franciscan way of life?
At the end, I felt I was just at the beginning of really understanding this encyclical and suggested
personally to Brother Keith that he have a “Laudato Si” II Retreat next year. He smiled and said, “We’ll
see.”
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The Rest of the Story . . .
— Bruce Michalek, OFM

I had the incredible experience of participating in a “Laudato SI”
retreat which was presented by Brother Keith Warner, OFM of the St Barbara
Province. He actually took on the role of a “docent” rather than a lecturer. He
guided us gently through this inspired document without trying to color it with
his own opinions.
Perhaps the Flaming Bush narrative in the Old Testament was the
precursor for Pope Francis to take on the phenomenally complex task of
writing his epic encyclical, “Laudato Si.” I don’t think that there is an
encyclical that is more Franciscan. Pope Francis uses the word “beauty”
and/or “beautiful” more than forty times in his encyclical. And he mentions St Francis of Assisi sixteen
times! In this encyclical, Pope Francis challenges us to recognize the sacredness and beauty of all life.
That includes plants, insects, animals wild and tame, as well as human life.
Brother Rufino Zarragosa, OFM, who works for Oregon Catholic Press, claims that the life cycle
of Catholic books is about two years. If this is true, then “Laudato Si” will be but a happy memory in a
short while. As Franciscans, we need to seize the moment to embrace and proclaim this very Franciscan
encyclical to the world.
I doubt that any of us will have a “Burning Bush” experience in our lives, but I dare say that we
have all had multiple experiences to see God’s beauty and reverence in our Mother Earth through such
things as a stunning sunset or a grandiose sunrise.
In “Laudato Si,” Pope Francis speaks of a challenge to work toward a Common Good. He calls
it “Human Ecology.” In this excerpt from the encyclical, he states: “Human ecology is inseparable from
the notion of the common good, a central and unifying principle of social ethics. The common good is
‘the sum of those conditions of social life which allow social groups
and their individual members relatively thorough and ready access to
their own fulfillment.’” 1
The message is loud and clear. Every living being (human and
otherwise) has a basic right to exist and to flourish. Color of skin,
ethnic origin, sexual orientation, economic status, and geographic
location does not matter in the eyes of God. The Vietnamese would say
that everything is “same-same.” This attitude is in direct opposition of
the current philosophy of “tribalism” in the USA. The current trend is
that the USA is always number one, even at the expense of others
peoples and nations.
Pope Francis is begging the world to wake up and to take seriously the business of caring for our
Mother Earth . . . and all things both living and inanimate. It is our common home. This entire earth is
our Holy Ground.

1

The Principle of the Common Good, 156-158
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Into Our Tradition
A monthly Reflection from Our Franciscan Heritage #13
August 2017
— Jack Clark Robinson, OFM

Last month I mentioned that in his Testament (27),
Francis wrote: I firmly wish to obey the minister general of this
fraternity and another guardian whom it pleases him to give me.
And I so wish to be captive in his hands that I cannot go
anywhere or do anything beyond obedience and his will, for he is my master.
Francis put great trust and confidence in his guardian both as an individual and as a symbol of
the local community and so pointed to the importance of the local community. In our legislation, that
local community is a house not a monastery. Understanding the difference between the two points to the
essence of our life as a brotherhood. A monastery, such as when Francis mentioned the monasteries of
nuns in Chapter XI of the Rule in 1223, was commonly understood as the dwelling of religious
communities in the 13th century. A house – a domus, as mentioned in Article 232 of our Constitutions
and throughout our legislation, is a “house,” a “home.” Our local communities, while always in need of
structure, as does any happy family home, are not to be seen or lived as rigid, hierarchical manifestations
of a medieval view of the world. They are to be a dwelling place of those who realize first and foremost,
no matter what their role or ministry, they are a family of brothers. Our legislation says as much: “A
House is a fraternity legitimately established under the authority of a Guardian in a fixed place or
dwelling. All the friars are to be assigned to a specific House.” (GGCC 232) We are a fraternity, a
brotherhood, rooted in the authority of a Guardian who like an “author” who brings characters to life is to
help bring us to life. Real authority, as Guardians are to exercise it, does that. Being Guardian is
envisioned as the first and most important task of any friar who holds that office, no matter what other
ministry or position he might hold: “Guardians are not to assume on their own, and the Ministers are not
to impose on them, any duties that might impede them in the proper fulfillment of the office entrusted to
them.” (GGSS §236) Implied within this description of a Guardian is another aspect of fraternal life, we
cannot be brothers if we do not have the opportunity to truly come to know one another, by sharing
deeply with one another and coming to know the blessing of reflecting the unbounded diversity of our
brotherhood, a sign of God calling all people of every sort into the Kingdom.
Assignment to a specific House, “a fixed place or dwelling,” is more than an organizational
fixture, it is a recognition that living as brothers requires time, intentionality and a stable “critical mass,”
of friars: “A House is to have a sufficient number of Friars for its existence and for the conduct of a truly
common life, as well as for the capacity to fulfill its commitments towards the mission of the Order.”
(GGSS §229) So common life and mission are both essential elements of the Franciscan charism. But
given that we are brothers, rather than an army or hired workers, we decide how we are going to live that
common life and achieve our most essential mission goal of proclaiming the presence of Kingdom of
Heaven in our midst, in this place and time, by means of prayer, reflection and dialogue: It is the duty of
the local Chapter, particularly through dialogue, to study and promote common projects, to foster
harmony and an active and responsible cooperation among all, to examine and evaluate what has been
done by the fraternity or by individual friars, and to treat of matters of major importance. (GGCC §241)
The sorts of discussions envisioned by our legislation and in keeping with the best in our
fraternal traditions are discussion more of life than of business and entering deeply into our spiritual life,
rather than speaking simply of the business matters at hand. They take practice and time, “The local
Chapter is to be held frequently, at least six times a year.” (GGSS 242, §1) Further, what we each want
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to talk about, and what we want to say about the things that we talk about are important as mentioned in
Article 243 of the General Statutes: §1 “Matters to be dealt with in the Chapter or in the Discretorium
are proposed by the Guardian or by the Friars and, respectively, by the Discreets, the Guardian having
been informed. They are to be communicated, as far as possible, beforehand to the Fraternity by the
Guardian himself. In matters to be decided collegially, the decision or vote of the majority must prevail
and its execution must be ordered.
§2 The Minutes of each Chapter or Discretorium are to be recorded is a special book by the
Secretary appointed during the first session; they are to be signed by him after they have been approved.
The Minutes Book of the Chapter or Discretorium is to be shown to the Visitor, whether Provincial or
General, on the occasion of the visitation.
Think about it. There would be no need for this careful attention to these records of the
reflections, intentions, and actions of our local Chapters, unless we see that our local communities, when
we work to make them truly day-to-day lived fraternities, will become the single most privileged places
for our encounter with the Gospel and with God!

August
11 Poor Clares, Roswell NM
17 Wheatfields Picnic
20 Ganado Parish Community mtg
21-25 Six Provincial Councils mtg, Wappingers Falls NY
26 Solemn Vows Holy Name Province Friars, NYC
26-28 Planning mtg for ESC October Meeting, Margate NJ

01 August 1946 – George Ward
01 August 1951 – Robert Sprott
07 August 1971 – Eduardo Espinosa
08 August 1947 – Pio O’Connor
22 August 1937 – Gilbert Schneider

Por Favor . . . If you are having a special event at your mission, please consider sending some
pictures and a short article describing the event. I will make every attempt to include your work in the
Padre’s Trail as space permits. Thanks. — Bruce Michalek, OFM, Padre’s Trail Editor Pro Tem—
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