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Laguna/Acoma Summer Bible School
by Gerry Steinmetz, OFM
Teens came from Katy, Texas near
Houston again this summer to Laguna and
Acoma to conduct Summer Vacation Bible
programs. More than 60 teens and adults
brought great joy and enthusiasm to our
children and villages. We also did some
hiking in and around Laguna and they also
made a Way of the Cross at Acomita and a
shrine to Kateri on a hill near Laguna. The
people here also welcomed and related to and
supported the youth.
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Richard Rohr’s Statement
On the New Revelations of Priestly Abuse and Coverup.
his moral catastrophe first of all demands public and sincere lamentation from every segment
of the Body of Christ, and only then can the deep healing begin. It also demands public
ownership, repentance and reform of our very immature teaching in regard to sexuality in
general, male power issues in particular, and our “enforced” understanding of celibacy, which
will predictably produce this kind of result.

T

1) Our own Catholic theology says that celibacy is a “charism” which means a free and
empowered gift. In my experience, only someone who has an alive and warm inner
experience of God is capable of celibacy at all.
2) It is a contradiction in terms for the Catholic Church to think it can mandate a free gift,
which of course, has no precedent in Jesus. It is clearly not necessary for ministry, and is
often a liability, creating an aura of spiritual superiority when the exact opposite is often
the case.
3) I personally believe the actual charism of male celibacy that produces both happy and
healthy men by the second half of life, is quite rare.
4) Until the Catholic church disconnects celibacy from ministry, I think we will continue to
have ordained men, who are both unhappy, unhealthy, and a scandal to the Body of
Christ. (Lest anyone thinks incorrectly, I am not saying that celibacy causes pedophilia,
but I am saying that the idealized culture of celibacy allowed it to hide there for a long
time.)
his shadowy material will keep emerging unless we own it and hold it fully accountable. In
the meantime, let’s all pray and try to live more authentic sexual and spiritual lives
ourselves.
RR

T

Statement from the Conference of Major Superiors of Men
Bruce, the following is an excerpt from a letter I received yesterday from Mark Padrez, OP, President of the Conference of
Major Superiors of Men which I think this excerpt needs to go into the Trail, too, Thanks, Jack

also want to reassure you of CMSM’s commitment to you and your communities. We are here
for you as a resource. Please do not hesitate to contact us for assistance or advice.

I
R

ight now the Church in the United States is weak and fragile, but perhaps this is the best
place for us to be. When we are at our weakest, we are profoundly authentic and genuine
when we have nothing more to give than Jesus himself. We realize it is not our work, our words,
or even our love, but rather that of Jesus’. The inspiration of Saint Paul’s Second Letter to the
Corinthians comes to mind:
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herefore, that I might not become too elated, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, an angel of
Satan, to beat me, to keep me from being too elated. Three times I begged the Lord about this
that it might leave me, but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made
perfect in weakness.” I will rather boast most gladly of my weaknesses, in order that the power
of Christ may dwell with me. (2 Corinthians 12:7b-9)

T

t this moment the Lord’s grace is, indeed, with us. As leaders we must address these
persistent issues: formation, finances, medical care for our elderly brothers, viability of our
ministries, assisting our brothers in need of psychological care, assignations and so many others.
The very last issue that we want to confront is this scandal. Our plates are full, yet let us not fall
into despair or discouragement but rather hold on to our faith and the encouragement we receive
from one another. Please take time to pray and to be with the Lord. You, too, need to process
your own anger and sadness. Take the time you need to pray and reflect, and when you do, you
will be better able to care and lead your brothers. You already know this, but it is always good to
hear it again.

A

inally, let us acknowledge and be grateful for the fraternal bond we share as members of the
Conference. When we are united in prayer and in faithfully living out our commitment to
serve the Lord, we are at our very best – authentic disciples.

F

hank you for your attention and consideration, and please be assured of my prayers and
support.

T

Always in Christ,
Mark C. Padrez, O.P.
President of CMSM

12 Men join the Franciscans
by Greg Friedman, OFM
Jesus said to his disciples,” and to us, ‘Stay
awake! For you do not know on which day
your Lord will come.’ Jesus might have said
that you do not know the
day, but I know it. That
day was yesterday, and
today, and tomorrow.” In these words, Franciscan Provincial Minister Jack
Clark Robinson, of Our Lady of Guadalupe Province, exhorted the 12 men
entering the postulancy program of six U.S. Franciscan Provinces, on
Thursday, August 30, in Silver Spring, Maryland. He went on to spell out
the challenges which the postulants will face: “individual challenges,
Our Jesus Osornio
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individual affirmations, meant for you and for you alone . . . (and) the challenges that we face
together. They (challenges) come in your community here, among the friars of the six Provinces,
and in the Church in our world.”
They bring a variety of educational preparation: business
management, theology, philosophy, anthropology, education,
language study, environmental science, global studies. They come
to the friars through contact with the Franciscans in their families
and parishes, as well as other religious.
The new postulants were welcomed at a Eucharist which was
attended by the local friar-community at Holy Land College,
Silver Spring, friars from the six collaborating provinces, and
Franciscan lay volunteers also based there.
Jack included in his homily a farreaching prediction for the postulants:
“You will, God grant, make solemn profession of vows, five, six or
more years from now, into a Province not yet born.
“But our challenge and the hard work that we must do together
before your day of solemn profession is to bring that new Province
into being, by offering our best selves—the best Franciscans each of
us can be individually; offering the best of our inheritance from our
six Mothers (now there is a thought—six Mothers!) and offering the
best of our dreams, which is where you are so very important, to
make that Province…truly a new sign of the power of God at work
to change our world.”

Gathering of Solemn Professed Friars Under Ten Years . . .

Friars from all seven U.S. provinces who have been solemnly professed
under 10 years (SPUTY) gathered earlier this month for four days of
prayer, fraternity and support. (Photo courtesy of Br. Dick Tandy)
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Into Our Tradition
A monthly Reflection from Our Franciscan Heritage #26 • September 2018
— Jack Clark-Robinson, ofm —

omeone told me that last month I seemed to be concerned only with
the ministry of the friars and not with our Franciscan fraternal life.
That impression was certainly not my intention, but perhaps it is an
occupational hazard of only being able to write so much at one time. One of
the Franciscan teachers who most impressed me all through my formation and studies insisted “Every
preacher and every teacher of the Christian Gospel is a heretic, because the depth and breadth of the
Gospel is so great that no one presentation of it will ever adequately encompass all the Good News.” I
think that the same must be true of teaching or explicating the Franciscan tradition as well, since the
Franciscan tradition is a fraction of the infinite Christian Gospel tradition and mathematicians tell us that
any fraction of the infinite is infinite itself!

S

o whether I spoke too much of ministry, or too little of fraternal life last month, let’s go to Article
76, section 1 of the General Constitutions: Led by the spirit and example of St. Francis, the friars,
like those who are truly poor, are to consider work and service as a gift of God. For this reason they are to
present themselves as little ones of whom no one is afraid, because they seek to serve and not to
dominate. How are we to be led by the spirit and example of St. Francis in all that we do, including both
fraternity and work? How are we to proclaim the Gospel with both our being and our doing?

S

hat we know of the life of Francis of Assisi himself gives us three examples of work: care of
lepers, construction of Church buildings and itinerant preaching. To do those things, to do that
work, with the spirit of Francis, is to be a Franciscan. But we also know from the example of Francis
himself, so that work must be in community – and as anyone who has ever tried it can tell you, living in
community is itself work! For most of us, that work began many years ago when we were many years
younger, which is a good thing. The younger we are in body and spirit, the more resilient we are in
recovering from hard work. And quite often the more idealistic we are and the more willing we are to
sacrifice for the ideals that inspire us. But Franciscan renewal now – which is always, whether evident or
not, the reason for these reflections that I have written for the last two years or so – Franciscan renewal or
revitalization if you wish to call it that, is not about our lost youth being restored.

W

e and the Franciscans and the world around us, will never be the same as in our youth.
Franciscan renewal must be about who we are today and who we long to grow into being
tomorrow. What will I do today that will mean that I will be a better Franciscan, a better sign of the
Gospel that I profess, to the world where I find myself today and where I will find myself tomorrow? In
that sense, it hardly matters if the world where I am now is a nursing home, a senior care facility,
retirement, or a parish, a school, a mission, a social service agency, a retreat center, formation, or any of
the dozens of other sorts of places Franciscans find themselves today and where we will be tomorrow. In
all of those places, as a follower of Francis, I am to consider work and service as a gift of God.

W

he Church values work, considering it as a participation by us as human beings in the creative
work of God to bring about the world in which we live. (Adam’s work of naming of the living
things in the Book of Genesis was essential to complete their creation, as they did not fully exist until
they had names.) In all of those places where we work, we are to present [ourselves] . . . as little ones of
whom no one is afraid. What does it mean for Franciscan pastors, principals, supervisors, ministers,
teachers and all of the rest of us to consider work as a gift of God and to be little ones of whom no one is

T
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afraid? We never “earn” the work that we do; we are never “entitled” to the positions we hold, because of
the fact that we are Franciscans.
ur attitude must be the opposite of entitlement. God is the giver of the gift of the work that we do.
We are not entitled to that work, which is not to say that we are not to do our very best at any
work that we do, that we are not to work hard, but we work hard and do our best as a means of giving
thanks to God for God’s gift, not from our pride. We are to be humble because we recognize that all the
good within us, all the good that we are able to do or inspire in others is not our own, but the gift of the all
loving God who has had mercy on us and allowed us to see that we have received the gift of God’s love.
All of God’s gifts are always “manifold.” Here is one situation where it is entirely appropriate to use a
word as both an adjective “many and various,” and as a noun “a pipe or chamber branching into several
openings.” God’s gifts are never given only for the benefit of the recipient. They are always given to be
shared, to be passed on to others, usually to lots of others! Whatever our work – serving lepers, building
the Church, or proclaiming the Gospel, we as brothers to one another and to all around us, must seek to do
so to serve others with humility.

O

September 13-14 Definitorium
15
18-21
22-23
26-01

Noon — Jubilee Mass at San Juan Diego Friary chapel, 1:00 P.M. Luncheon
Senior Friar Care Givers at “A Becoming Place.”
Mission Appeal, St Bartholomew, Middleburg OH
Family Visit, including the wedding of his great-nephew, Michael McCutchen on
September 30 in Nashville, Tennessee.

Bernard Keele, Inter-Provincial Novitiate, 2201 Laguna Street, Santa Barbara CA 93105
Jesus Osornio, Inter-Provincial Post Novitiate, 1650 St Camillus Drive, Silver Spring MD 20903

Patrick Schafer, September 13
Larry Schreiber, September 30
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Annual Wheatfields Picnic Enjoyed by All!

And . . . Labor Day Play Day at Casa San Juan Diego . . .
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