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Richard Rohr Receives “Lumen Ecclesiae” Award
— Jack Clark Robinson, ofm —

On Sunday afternoon, April 29th, over three hundred people gathered for the 22nd annual
Lumen Awards ceremony and celebration of adult faith formation by the Dominican Ecclesial
Institute (DEI). The ceremony has been held at the Hotel Albuquerque for the last several years
and marked the presentation of the Lumen Ecclesiae
Award to Richard Rohr, but also of eighteen Lumen
Gentium Awards for outstanding work in adult faith
formation on a parish or local level.
The reward that Richard received the “Lumen
Ecclesiae” award. His award citation stated that the
“Light of the Church” is a lifetime achievement award
honoring an extraordinary individual leader, long
outstanding in adult faith formation. This year our
recipient is Richard Rohr, OFM, an American
Franciscan friar who is known throughout the world by Roman Catholics and people of many
religious denominations as well as those who are unaffiliated with formalized religion & looking
for a fuller relationship with God.”
Juan Pablo Vergara, Jose-Luis Peralta, Michael Jennrich, Erasmo Romero, Efren
Quintero, Patrick Schafer, Dale Jamison, Jack Clark Robinson, and Jerry Plotkowski (see
picture) were all present to see Richard receive his award. Also present and speaking with great
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appreciation of the work Richard has done through his lifetime were Archbishop John C. Wester
of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, Abbot Joel Garner, O. Praem. of the Norbertines, James
Marchionda, O.P., the Minister Provincial of the Dominicans, and Fr. Michael Demkovich, O.P.,
founder of DEI. It was fitting that they and three hundred or more others were there to celebrate
our brother Richard, who has been well-known and respected all around the world for decades, as
he was acknowledged for the very first time in a significant way here in Albuquerque and the
Archdiocese of Santa Fe.

Pope Francis Publishes ‘Guide to Living in the 21st Century’
Pope Francis released an apostolic exhortation calling
all to holiness in a culture that does not value spirituality.
Published April 9, Gaudete et exsultate, or “Rejoice and be
glad – The call to holiness in today’s world,” is Francis’
third apostolic exhortation.
The 44-page exhortation explains that holiness is the
mission of every Christian, and gives practical advice for
living out the call to holiness in ordinary, daily life,
encouraging the practice of the Beatitudes and performing
works of mercy.
“To be holy does not require being a bishop, a priest or a religious. We are frequently
tempted to think that holiness is only for those who can withdraw from ordinary affairs to spend
much time in prayer. That is not the case. We are all called to be holy by living our lives with
love and by bearing witness in everything we do, wherever we find ourselves,” Pope Francis
writes.
The Vatican also released a video highlighting the exhortation and showcasing its
relevance to all people. In the piece, the Holy Father, in a very Jesuit way, calls the faithful to
find the path God lays out for them: “The important thing is that each believer discern his or her
own path, that they bring out the very best of themselves, the most personal gifts that God has
placed in their hearts, rather than hopelessly trying to imitate something not meant for them.”

Chapter of Mats Under Ten Representatives
The Order has asked us to select three friars who have been solemn professed under ten
years to engage in a three-step process to work toward the renewal and revitalization of the Order
around the world. The first part will be a gathering by nations this summer. Not only will our
representatives be taking part in this SPUTY gathering in Washington DC, but we hope that the
rest of our Solemn Professed Under Ten Years will also be there! Part of that meeting will be
preparation for the Chapter of Mats of Solemn Professed Under Ten Years which will be held
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next summer (2019) in Taize, France. Then in October 2019, those recently professed friars will
share what they gained in the Chapter of Mats with the rest of us in the Province in our Regional
Meetings.
To determine which of our eight eligible friars: Abel Olivas, Andres Hernandez, Chris
Kerstiens, Edgardo Diaz, Erasmo Romero, Jorge Hernandez, Joseph Gonsalves, and Jose-Luis
Peralta would attend the Taize Chapter, Frs. Jack and Charlie asked these eight friars themselves
to determine who would be ready and willing to undertake this important task. Through various
communications this past week, these friars determined that their representatives would be: Abel
Olivas, Andres Hernandez, and Edgardo Diaz.
Our prayers and best wishes to them in their upcoming work, and our thanks to them for
their willingness to do so, to help with renewal and revitalization for all of us.
Jack

Into Our Tradition
A monthly Reflection from Our Franciscan Heritage #22 May 2018
— Jack Clark-Robinson, ofm —

n the 30th of May, while each of the other five Provinces
mentioned in the resolution will vote on corresponding
resolutions in their Extraordinary Chapters, we of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Province will vote in our Extraordinary Chapter on the
following resolution:

O

We, the friars of the Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
gathered in Provincial Chapter at A Becoming Place in Albuquerque, New Mexico,
vote in favor of entering the formal process of restructuring our fraternal
governance so that we be joined with the friars of the Provinces of the Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Holy Name of Jesus, the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Saint Barbara and St. John the Baptist into a new Province in order to renew and
revitalize Franciscan life and ministry in the United States.
he results of this vote will be announced, along with the results of the votes in the other five
Provinces on that day, via an electronic link up uniting the Chapters of the six Provinces.
The results will then reported to the Minister General and his Definitorium in Rome. An
absolute majority, meaning more than one half of the members of Chapter, is required to adopt
the resolution. A tie, or even a plurality vote which because of abstentions fails to be a majority
of all of those in Chapter will mean the failure of the resolution, and the failure of the resolution
in any of the Provinces means that it has failed completely.

T

H

ere is some important background information. The requirement that all of Provinces
endorse the resolution is to ensure that we know exactly what we are recommending. If the
resolution did not specify all of the Provinces, but indicated instead that those who did pass
Page 3 of 5

the resolution on May 30th would proceed, then we would not know as we voted exactly what we
would be voting to recommend. And if all of the Provinces voting do not approve, then the
conditions of the resolution are not fulfilled, that is not all six Provinces will be part of what we
are doing. We all move forward together, or we all pause and reconsider what we are going to do
next. The resolution is for us and the other five Provinces a resolution in Provincial Chapter, the
highest authority of the Province. But, we must also remember that our resolutions are not
dispositive of this issue. Rather the resolutions are our strongest possible recommendations
forwarded on to the General Minister and his Definitorium.
ccording to Article 170 of our General Constitutions, the Minister General alone with the
approval of his Definitorium represents “The competent authority for the erection,
division, union, and suppression of Provinces.” The Minister General’s competence in
this regard reminds us that he is the successor of St. Francis. In 1219, at the General Chapter
conducted in Assisi, St. Francis himself sent his brothers to France, Germany, Hungary, Spain
and the parts of Italy to which the friars had not yet gone to proclaim the Gospel, forming
incipient Provinces of the Order in those places. In that sending forth to proclaim the Gospel is
something else that we must never forget. We are not friars for ourselves, but for the Gospel.

A

he Gospel is the Good News of God’s love manifest in the Incarnation of Christ, in Christ’s
sharing of the message of God’s love through the Eucharist and finally in Christ’s Passion,
Death and Resurrection. The Gospel is ever expansive. To make a completely inadequate
metaphor linking the natural with the super-natural, the Gospel is the “Big Bang” of Love. And
to stretch the metaphor further, as the Big Bang conceives of the expansion of the entire universe
from a single point to all that exists, so the Gospel must expand outward as well, through faith
and sacrifice. Our ranks as Franciscans may appear to be thinning at the moment through
increasing age and diminishment of numbers, but we are reminded that solar systems and stars
and galaxies, great as they are, represent a thinning of the original, incomprehensible density of
that single spot of origin of the Big Bang. Then, too, scientists speculate that beyond the
elements of the universe that we can see and detect through all of our most sensitive instruments,
there is “Dark Matter” as yet beyond our direct observation.

T

he undetected elements of our lives, our “Dark Matter,” may be thought of as the things
that we cannot know at the present, whether they be what the future may hold or what has
already been accomplished by the Love of God that has traversed through us to others. We
are called to step out in faith. We are called to make room for renewal, to make room for
revitalization, and to trust that the same Holy Spirit who once inspired St. Francis to form
Provinces that had never been before is still calling us to be something beyond our dreams and
imagining.

T

I would like to take this time to thank everyone for their continuous prayers and presence during the loss of
my mother. Truly, if we didn't have our hope or faith, our lives would have no value or purpose.
Sincere Gratitude . . . Michael
Ethel Mary Burns
March 16, 1926
† March 25, 2018
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Kentucky Burgoo stew for the Derby
Party.
A recent picture of Emeric Nordmeyer, 92 and
the Senior Friars of the Province, but still a
faithful, devoted and prayerful friar.

Evidently, stylized hats are a “thing”
for the Derby.

Joseph Gonsalves, May 5
John Friebel, May 17
Michael Haag, May 26
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