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Article 20 of the General Statutes of the Order says:
“The Ministers and the Guardians are diligently to ascertain and take care
at what is necessary is provided to the Friars according to the conditions of
aces, times and people so that superfluous things are not permitted nor necessary things denied.”
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s we get caught up, and it is impossible for us not to get caught up in some way, in the
hustle, bustle and commercialization of the commercial holiday season which seems now to
extend from Halloween through January White Sales, it is almost impossible for us to keep in
mind the command that Article 20 puts before us: “superfluous things are not permitted or
necessary things denied.” For that directive in the General Statutes is all about our call as
Franciscans to separate what we need, from what we want.

A

robably more Franciscan ink, and even tears and blood as well, have flowed over the issue of
poverty than any other element of our lives. In my own career as a formator and Minister I
have seen innumerable discussions – though sometimes only our collective chagrin at calling
them what they really are has kept them from being candidly acknowledged for what they are,
FIGHTS! It seems that almost always, one Franciscan’s idea of necessity is another’s idea of
superfluity! How do those who seek to follow the Little Poor One of Assisi get into such a state?
If we dig into Article 20 a bit, there actually are some obvious reasons for what has happened and
helps to keep these troubles at a minimum.

P
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irst, having what I need rather than what is superfluous is never an abstract proposition.
Article 20 mentions specifically that what we are to have depends upon “conditions of places,
times and people.” No two places or times impose exactly the same necessities on the human
beings who dwell in one and not the other. Unless climate change happens far more quickly than
we anticipate, no one in Florida today or in the near future will need as many coats in the winter
as someone in New England. Likewise, the times in which we live impose their own necessities.
No one in 2019 could imagine praying the Divine Office without a breviary – or an iBreviary app
on their smart phone. Yet for hundreds of years, innumerable religious prayed together in choirs
with a single psalter, albeit usually a rather large one. And Francis specifically mentioned these
different necessities be taken into account in the lives of the friars at different points in his writing.

F

Second, necessity versus superfluity is also a matter of “people.” Looking from outside a
person it is easy enough to say that we all require the same necessities: food, clothing and shelter.
But the reality of the individual human being inside each of our skins make those requirements
far from subject to uniform fulfillment. Without even getting into the matter of tastes and
preferences, we have all lived in communities where the dietary restrictions absolutely necessary
for the health of one community member created problems, or we hope opportunities for fraternal
charity, for others. We have all experienced “thermostat wars,” not to mention battles over open
and closed windows. We can be thankful that differing needs with regard to clothing are
generally less fraught with stress, but more often greeted with amusement at the friar who always
wears a sweater in the hottest part of the summer and the bare foot friar trudging through the
snow.

Third, in the face of all of these differences in necessities, how is a Minister or Guardian
“diligently to ascertain and take care that what is necessary is provided to the Friars”? I can
imagine only one way to so discern, that way, is to ask the friar. But before that friar can answer,
he must prepare himself to answer by paying attention to the working of the Holy Spirit in
himself, in the community around him, and in the world. Francis wrote in the Rule, that the
friars were to vow to live sine proprio, which does not translate as “in poverty.” Rather sine
proprio translates “without appropriating” or “without anything of ones own.” We are to
realize that God is the giver of everything – including even the things we call necessary things.
God provides all things with a generosity reflected best for us in the phrase sine proprio, that is
everything is to be shared rather than hoarded. Ministers and Guardians are not to impose an
abstract, external, pre-conceived measure of what is necessary on any friar. They are to diligently
ascertain and take care to do their best to try to provide everything that the community can
reasonably provide to a friar of what he truly needs after that friar has diligently turned to God in
prayer and in a spirit of sine proprio.

So, when your Guardian or Minister asks, “What do you want for Christmas?”, take some time
to pray, to reflect to think, what, in a spirit of sine proprio, do I need?
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Feliz Navidad! Some snapshots of Santa’s Elves at Casa San Juan Diego Friary. Hmm . .
Were they naughty or nice?
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Votive Mass of Our Lady of Guadalupe
70th Anniversary of the Foundation
Poor Clare Monastery of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Roswell, New Mexico
13 November 2018
Rev 11, 19; 12. 1-6. 10
Lk 1, 26-38
HOMILY
Praised be Jesus Christ, now and for ever. Amen.
illed with gratitude for the foundation of this beloved Poor Clare Monastery, seventy years ago, we
rightly contemplate the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the heavenly patroness of the Monastery, and
we reflect upon her message to us. Contemplating her image and her words to us, we recognize the hand of God, the
Providence of God, Who, in his immeasurable and unceasing love for us, manifests His presence with us in the
Church, above all, in the Eucharistic Sacrifice in which we now partake. Our Lady of Guadalupe is the “woman
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and on her head a crown of twelve stars.”1 It is she who gives
birth to a male Child Who indeed is King of Heaven and Earth, against Whom Satan and his cohorts, with all the
fury of their anger and rebellion, cannot prevail.2

F

ontemplating the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe, we mystically hear the voice in heaven proclaim:
“Now have salvation and power come, and the Kingdom of our God and the authority of his
Anointed.”3 As Our Lady immediately identified herself at her first apparition to Saint Juan Diego, she is the Mother
of God.4 Through her Divine Maternity, God, in fulfillment of His promise made through the Prophet Zechariah, has
come “to dwell among [us].”5 Under her Immaculate Heart, God the Son has taken a human heart. His name is Jesus.
He is the long-awaited descendant of David, Who has saved us from our sins, “and of his kingdom there will be no
end.”6 Her image is before us to draw us to her Divine Son, present in our midst, above all, in the Most Blessed
Sacrament. Our celebration of her apparitions and her message, as we gather to pray in thanksgiving for the
foundation and seventy years of life of the Poor Clare Monastery here, reaches its fullness through our participation
in the Eucharistic Sacrifice, our communion of heart with the Eucharistic Heart of her Divine Son.

C

hen Our Lady of Guadalupe first appeared to Saint Juan Diego, he had the profound sense that, in
some way, Heaven had come to earth. The singing of the birds and the transformation of the very

W
1

Rev 12, 1.
2

Cf. Rev 12, 5. 8-9.

3

Rev 12, 10.

4

Cf. Antonio Valeriano, Nican Mopohua. Aquí se cuenta…/Here is told…. El encuentro de María de Guadalupe con un pueblo/The encounter
of Mary of Guadalupe with people, tr. Mario Rojas Sánchez (México: Pio Pioducciones S.A. de C.V., 2018), p. 24, no. 26.
5

Zech 2, 10.

6

Lk 1, 33.
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earth and its foliage made him think that he must be awaking from a dream
or that he had somehow died and was in Heaven. Indeed, the ordinary world
of the hill of Tepeyac was transformed, had been become extraordinary,
sharing in some way in the infinite beauty of Heaven.7 It was Our Lady, or,
rather, the Child in her womb, who had transformed his ordinary world and
made it extraordinary: God was present in his midst. Through his
conversations with Our Lady and his obedience in carrying out her will, his
life was changed forever. The chapel built by Bishop Juan de Zumárraga, in
which the miraculous image of Our Lady was enshrined, was the sign that
the ordinary life of every man has been forever transformed, has become
extraordinary, for God the Son dwells with us. The chapel and the
miraculous tilma of Saint Juan Diego are extraordinary signs that God
accompanies us each day along the pilgrimage of our earthly life, and that
He brings us safely to our eternal home with Him.
ur Lady of Guadalupe is the Mother of Divine Grace. She is
the one whom God the Father preserved from all stain of
original sin, so that she might be the mother of His only-begotten Son. Even
as she was the chosen instrument by which our Savior came into the world, so she continues to be the sign of His
abiding presence with us in the Church and the instrument by which His saving grace reaches us in the Church. With
maternal love, she brings us to Our Lord Jesus, so that we may know the mystery of God’s mercy and love in our
lives and be, with Saint Juan Diego, messengers of God’s mercy and love to all, without boundary or discrimination.

O

n a world in which so many have lost hope, in which so many do not know the presence of God in the
Church for them, Our Lady of Guadalupe asks us to enshrine her image in our churches and in our homes,
so that all our brothers and sisters will come to know and love her Divine Son and find in His Heart, pierced for love
of them and ever open to receive them, the secure anchor of their hope. Through Our Lady of Guadalupe, we all
come to understand the extraordinary nature of our ordinary life, for God has come to dwell with us, to remain with
us, and to bring us safely home to Himself.8
o it is that God, in His all faithful and generous Providence, brought the Poor Clare Nuns from far away
Chicago to found a monastery of their holy mother Clare here, in fidelity to their centuries-long
tradition. As the first Poor Clare Monastery at the Church of Saint Damian, just outside the walls of Assisi, so, too,
the Poor Clare Monastery at Roswell stands as an eloquent and remarkable sign of Christ alive with us in the Church.
Christ called Saints Francis and Clare, as He has called His beloved brides here, to rebuild His Church through their
life consecrated totally to Him and, in Him, to all those for whom He was incarnate and died on the Cross. By their
profession of the evangelical counsels of poverty, chastity and obedience, and by their observance of the enclosure,
and by their life, centered in prayer – above all the most perfect prayer of the Sacred Liturgy – , and in fasting, they,
with their holy father Francis and their holy mother Clare, embrace the whole world with Christ, with His love.

I

S

e remember with grateful hearts Mother Mary Immaculata and the other foundresses, including
Mother Mary Francis, successor to Mother Mary Immaculata as Abbess, and all of the Poor Clares
who have offered their lives here in pure and selfless Christ-like love. We remember all of the moments of
inexpressible joy and peace and, at the same time, the moments of profound suffering and sorrow which have marked
seventy years of Poor Clare life in Roswell, and we thank God Who, in his Providence, has never ceased to be at

W

7

Cf. Nican Mopohua, p. 20, nos. 8-10.

8

Cf. Ioannes Paulus PP. II, Epistula Apostolica Novo Millennio Ineunte, “Magni Iubilaei anni MM sub exitum,” 6 Ianuarii 2001, Acta
Apostolicae Sedis 93 (2001), 288, n. 31. English translation: Pope John Paul II, Apostolic Letter Novo Millennio Ineunte, At the Close of the
Great Jubilee of the Year 2000 (Boston: Pauline Books & Media, 2001), p. 43, no. 31.
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work here. In all things, both sweet and bitter, He, through the intercession of the Holy Mother of His Only-begotten
Son, Our Savior, has been accomplishing the wonders of His love.
e pray for our beloved Poor Clare daughters and sisters who are the first among us in offering praise
and thanks to God today for the gift of their life consecrated totally to Him. In our grateful prayers,
we ask Our Lord to draw their hearts ever more fully into His glorious pierced Heart and to give them there His joy
and peace, His wisdom and strength always. So may they, one with Our Lady of Guadalupe and under her care and
protection, be an efficacious sign and instrument of His love in our midst. So may they continue to show us the
extraordinary nature of our ordinary life when it is lived in Christ through His Holy Spirit dwelling in our hearts.

W

ur Lord now makes sacramentally present for us the outpouring of His Body and Blood on Calvary for
our eternal salvation. Let us lift up our hearts, one with the Immaculate Heart of Mary, to the glorious
pierced Heart of Jesus. Through the maternal love of Our Lady of Guadalupe, may we discover the wonder of our
daily life in Christ, for God indeed dwells with us always in His holy Church.

O

Heart of Jesus, King and Center of all hearts, have mercy on us!
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of America and Star of the New Evangelization, pray for us.
Saint Joseph, Foster-Father of Jesus and True Spouse of the Virgin Mary, pray for us.
Saints Francis and Clare of Assisi, pray for us.
Saint Colette of Corbie, pray for us.
Saint Juan Diego, pray for us.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Raymond Leo Cardinal BURKE

Pictures from the October Eucharistic Day
with our Poor Clare Sisters in Roswell NM.
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Thanksgiving Meal at Casa Guadalupe Provincial House . . .

Suffice it to say that a
picture is worth a
thousand words! We
had about 25 Friars in
attendance and the food
was enjoyed by all!

On December 3, OLG Province
hosted an Appreciation Dinner
at Casa San Juan Diego for
staff, volunteers, and
employees whose services are
instrumental throughout the year
in helping us with our mission
as Franciscan Friars.
Thanks to all and Gracias.--
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Congratulations to our Brother
Miguel Alcantar who
graduated “Cum Laude” from
Our Lady of the Lake
University in San Antonio
yesterday with a Bachelor of
Music degree. His brother and
sister in law were present.
Felicidades Miguel.--

Blane Grein December 14
Bart Wolf December 22
Jesus Osornio December 31
Maynard Shurley January 4
Dale Jamison January 11
Abel Olivas January 19
Gordon Boykin January 19

December 19-27
January 03-06
January 10
January 14-18
January 17-20
January 21
January 24-25
January 27-30

Family Visit — Grayson KY
ACHA/AHA Meeting — Chicago
Vision Meeting — St Michael’s AZ
Interprovincial Retreat — Scottsdale AZ
CFIT — Denver CO
Guardian Gathering — Albuquerque NM
Definitorium Meeting — Albuquerque NM
MP6 Face to Face Mtg at “A Becoming Place” Albuquerque NM
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