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This November and Thanksgiving season, please know that the Southwest Franciscans are

thankful for your friendship and support. We are wishing you and your family a blessed holiday. 
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WITH THANKFUL HEARTS 

And whatever you do,
in word or in deed, do

everything in the
name of the Lord

Jesus, giving  thanks
to God the Father

through him. 
Colossians 3:17
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Oh my! What tumultuous and confusing times

we find ourselves in! As this nation battles for

who is in charge or who holds the keys of the

kingdom, so to speak, the insecurity of its

citizens is undeniable. What is at stake? You

will get different answers depending upon

whom you ask.

Regardless of which path this nation is

directed towards politically, as believers, the

sovereignty of God should give us an anchor in

these stormy and polemic seas. While our ship

is being tossed to and fro, like the apostles, we

can be assured that Jesus is aware of our

predicament and is there to say to the storm,

"Be still!"; then He will turn to us and say, "Be

not afraid!"

It has been said that the relationship between

Church and State can be compared to the soul

and the body. The Church being the soul and

spirit of the corporal body, the State. Both are

intrinsic to the proper and ordered

functioning of our human society. Ideally,

both work in harmony, and both have

dominion and jurisdiction over their

respective areas of concern.

Historically, the Church, has labored under

friendly civic governances and hostile ones,

too. Ironically, the Church continued to spread

the message of God's reign quite effectively in

the early centuries immediately following the

death and resurrection of Jesus, when to be a

Christian was odious to the paganism of the

Roman Empire. 

 

The Edict of Milan, a letter signed in the year

313 A.D. by the two emperors, Constantine in

the West and Licinius in the East, secured

religious toleration and allowed for public

expression of Christianity that eventually led

to the close association between Church and

State in the centuries that followed.

God's sovereignty can be actively intended and

passively understood, individually embraced

and collectively lived. From God's perspective,

he desires that all peoples of the world be

saved and come into the knowledge and

practice of the Truth. From our perspective,

we can give credence to God's plan or not. We

have free will. Our communities can choose to

cooperate within Christian principles, and

indeed, draw from this ethos to formulate a

public, outward, civil structure reflecting and

supporting the expectations of those living

from such ethics and morals.

GOD'S  SOVEREIGNTY

A Reflection by Bernard Keele, OFM 
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The United States has historically been known  

as a Christian nation because the attitudes and

beliefs of its lawmakers have traditionally

been culturally imbibed with past generations

of believers in God's promises.

God's kingdom is within and without. We

carry God's kingdom both publicly and

privately. As we seek to exercise our freedoms,

as children of God, toward political

resolutions of justice within the context of 

 

God's ultimate desire for salvation and

redemption of humanity, our obligation to

pray for peace has never been so clear. May

this United States of America, consecrated

under the patronage of The Immaculate

Conception, find its soul strong and its body

whole as we move forward towards political

resolution and integration. Hail Mary, full of

grace and love, pray for us. Amen.

GOD'S  SOVEREIGNTY CONTINUED:

Bernard Keele, OFM, shared these pictures of a beautiful fall afternoon at San Juan Diego friary.

He wrote, "Monsignor Richard Olona of the Santa Fe Archdiocese took time to display his talent

and experience by including a few of our retired friars in a demonstration of his skill and hobby

at flying remote control aircraft. Monsignor Olona is also a certified pilot, having logged over

1,000 hours." 

FALL FLIGHTS AND FRIAR SMILES

Retired Friars Enjoy an Air Show!
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This picture was made in December, 2012 at the

Interprovincial Novitiate Community, which

was then located in Burlington, Wisconsin. Jose

Carballo, standing in the center, was Minister

General and had asked that the Definitoria of

the seven Provinces of the Order in the United

States all come together for the very first time.

Several of the Definitoria, specifically the those

of the three Provinces in the Midwest: St. John

the Baptist, Assumption of the Blessed Virgin

Mary, and Sacred Heart, along with Our Lady of

Guadalupe had previously met together on a

regular basis for several years. They had even

conducted a few convocations, beginning with

one with Minister General Giacomo Bini present

in St. Louis in the fall of 2000. There had been a

retreat at Serra Retreat in Malibu the previous

summer as well to which all of the Definitoria

were invited.  But this meeting was different.

A monthly reflection on our Franciscan Heritage by Jack Clark Robinson, OFM 
 

LOOKING INTO OUR TRADITIONS 

First, the Minister General had called together

all of the Definitoria, so participation was high.

Second, for the first time, the administrations of

Holy Name and Saint Barbara Province, which

had at that point not yet participated in any

level of inter-provincial formation, got to

experience a little bit of the interprovincial

novitiate.  Our own Jorge Hernandez was one of

the novices who impressed all of the assembled

friars with his remarks as to what the

interprovincial novitiate meant to him.  Soon

after this meeting, Holy Name and Saint Barbara

Provinces decided to join the interprovincial

novitiate.        

Third, this meeting was specifically designed to

pose questions about the future of the Order in

the United States.  What was happening now

and how can the prospects for the future be

enhanced?      



05

That prayer is still worth remembering and

praying, even as others followed it with

unfolding developments in the Revitalization

and Restructuring Process:

Prayer for 2013 Renewal

Blessed are You, Lord God of all creation,

In Your goodness, You give us many good gifts:

the gift of Your Son,  

Who shows us Your love,

the gift of Your Spirit,     

  Who moves in our hearts and in our lives,

the gift of faith, the gift of community, and

the gift of Your call to follow after You.

We beg You now for gifts of:

Vision

– that today we might see and do Your will

as followers of Christ and Francis;

Humility

– that we might collaborate to build Your

kingdom, not our own, and

Courage

– that we might reform and restructure

ourselves into friars for the 21st century.

May Francis and Clare inspire us

May all the friars who have gone before us  

 pray for us.

May we all help each other as brothers.

Amen.

LOOKING INTO OUR TRADITIONS CONTINUED 

The major decision of the meeting, the business

sessions of which were held at Cardinal Stritch

University in Milwaukee and hosted by

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Province, was to name an Interprovincial

Commission to study the current situation of

the seven Provinces in the United States. The

Commission was to present their findings and

suggestions for how to move forward based on

the information that they gathered to the

Ministers Provincial of the United States, who

would be gathered in San Diego in October 2013

as part of a regular meeting of the English-

Speaking Conference.  Seven friars were named

to the Commission shortly after the Milwaukee

meeting ended, one from each Province. They

were Dan Anderson of St. John the Baptist, Craig

Wilking of Assumption, Michael Jennrich of

Sacred Heart, Dominic Monti of Holy Name,

Regan Chapman of Saint Barbara, Michael Dela

Penna of Immaculate Conception and Jack Clark

Robinson of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  Jack was

named chair of the Commission. The

Commission began work in January 2013, first

with a conference call gathering, fittingly

enough with Jack back at the novitiate, the site

of this picture, where he was teaching U.S.

Franciscan history to the novices. The first

decision of that conference call meeting was the

approval of a prayer to be circulated to all the

friars of the seven Provinces.

Those same novices scattered among the

Definitors in the picture, reproduced over a

thousand copies of the prayer and sent it to the

secretaries of the Provinces for distribution to

all the friars.
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If you are looking for a special Christmas gift

this year, please consider our Franciscan

Missionary Union cards. Bruce Michalek, OFM,

the Development Director of Our Lady of

Guadalupe Province, shared the below

message. 

We have both a Perpetual and an Annual

Enrollment. The friars pray for those enrolled

throughout the year. Special Masses are

offered during the year and your loved ones

are remembered daily in the prayers and good

works of the friars. A beautiful color image of

our Lady of Guadalupe has been reproduced on

durable, high quality, acid-free cotton paper

that is designed to last for many years. The

Enrollment Certificate and an artistic image of

Our Lady of Guadalupe are mounted in a

padded 8½ by 11 inch maroon folder. The

folder cover is embossed with gold leaf. You

can enroll your deceased or living loved ones

for a Perpetual Enrollment for $75.00, a Deluxe 

When I was growing up on a farm in southern

Indiana, each March, my Mom would buy

around 100 baby turkeys.  In the summer, they

were put out on the hillsides and kept in pens

at night to protect them from predator

animals.  In the morning, the gate was opened

and they all ran out to the fields.  The hens

with heads down to the ground sought to

capture grasshoppers or whatever bugs they

might find on the ground.  The male ‘gobblers’

however, puffed out their feathers and proudly

opened their tail feathers and ‘gobbled’ trying 

to catch the attention of the hens. The

‘gobblers’ showed their proud, inflated bodies

and called attention to themselves only. But

the hens could have cared less and were only

interested in satisfying their hunger, only

focused on one thing.

When I came home from school in September,

Mom would tell me to get the turkeys back to

their pen to be locked down for the night. They

had travelled a long way and could only be

found by the sound of the gobbling males.

Annual Enrollment for $25.00, or a Standard

Annual Enrollment for $15.00. The Perpetual

and Deluxe Enrollments will be sent to you or

forwarded to whomever you request via

Priority Mail and the Standard Enrollment will

be sent via First Class Mail. What a very

special gift these enrollments would be to

honor the memory of your loved ones. Know

that your donation will be used for the many

ministries and good works of our friars. 

THANK THE TURKEY

Honor Your Loved OnesSPECIAL CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

A  Story by Gerry, Steinmetz,OFM, A Franciscan  Storyteller



Trying to herd them back was like herding

cats. The hens with heads down were not

interested in going back into the lockdown and

neither were the gobblers.  It usually took an

hour or more to get them back into lockdown.

Then in November, Mom took orders for

turkeys for Thanksgiving. We all had to

prepare them for families and things got very

hectic the week of Thanksgiving. The turkeys

were cleaned and ready to be weighed and the

sale was made. Mom made money for the

family of 8 to live on and pay bills which was

the goal of her project.

Then on Thanksgiving Day, our cousins came

from Cincinnati to share Thanksgiving

together.  

The men went rabbit hunting while the women

prepared the meal.  Homegrown pumpkins

made the pies and a large ‘Tom’ Turkey was

filled with Mom’s special dressing.

This story reminds me of what we are going

through now. No one wants to come back into

the pen (lockdown). Like the hens, we have our

heads to the ground looking only to satisfy our

immediate needs. And there are the ‘gobblers’

who are strutting around, puffed up and

calling attention only to themselves. But in the

end, let us not FORGET the TURKEY who

Sacrifices their life that we can enjoy a special

treat: Turkey. Before WE GOBBLE down our

TURKEY, can we give THANKS TO THE

TURKEY, and remember all we can learn from

these wonderful animals?

T H E  P A D R E S '  T R A I L  I S  A  M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

D I S T R I B U T E D  B Y  O U R  L A D Y  O F  G U A D A L U P E  P R O V I N C E .  

www.swfranciscans.org

Franciscan Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

1204 Stinson Street SW, Albuquerque, NM 87121

THANK THE TURKEY:  CONTINUED


