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BUILDING THE KINGDOM
OF HEAVEN
Obituary of Br. Bart Wolf
(1942-2020)

On December 22, 1942, Fred Wolf and Marie
Mausser gave birth to a son, Christened Gerhart
Wolf, in present-day Brejize, Slovenia. The Wolf
family immigrated to the United States and
settled in Kansas City, Missouri in 1950. Gerhart
became a U.S. citizen on June 16, 1955, at just
twelve years of age. He attended De La Salle
Military Academy for high school, and later
Donnally Junior College. While in school, he
visited the Navajo Reservation on a mission
service trip, which led to his call to religious life.
Gerhart entered the Order of the Friars Minor on
August 15, 1966, where he was given the religious
name Bart, by which he was known the rest of his
life. He made first vows on August 16, 1967 and
his lifetime commitment to the Franciscans on
September 5, 1970.

Brother Bart served in many ways and
communities including being part of the
Brothers Work Crew based at St. Michaels,
Arizona and working all over the Navajo
Reservation, as well as at St. Joseph Mission
in Laguna Pueblo, NM, and developing the
Franciscan Studio for custom woodworking
in Pena Blanca, NM before moving it to
Albuquerque.
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When Brother Bart was transferred from his
ministry in the Pueblo of Laguna, he was
presented with a handcrafted bow and arrow by
parishioners there with a note that read, “We
would like to present you with this bow and
arrow as a thanks for choosing your calling to
be God’s helper and walking side by side with us
to lead our people to do God’s will.” Brother
Bart also worked to build God’s kingdom by
guiding men entering Franciscan formation in
the novitiate programs of both St. John the
Baptist in Cincinnati, Ohio, and Our Lady of
Guadalupe Provinces here in the Southwest.
For 25 years, Brother Bart literally “built” the
kingdom of God through skillful woodworking.
In his Franciscan Studio he created fine and
beautiful liturgical furnishings for churches and
chapels. Over thirty of his commissioned pieces
can be seen in New Mexico, Arizona, Texas,
Utah, Indiana, Missouri, Illinois, and Wisconsin.
In New Mexico, Brother Bart’s beautifully
crafted pieces grace these churches: Our Lady
of Fatima, Prince of Peace Catholic Church, and
Mesa View United Methodist Church
(Albuquerque), San Albino Church (Las Cruces),
St. Francis Basilica and Sangre de Cristo Center
(Santa Fe), St. Peter Catholic Church (Roswell),
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church (Truth or Consequences), Santa Rosa de
Lima Church (Santa Rosa), San Jose Chapel
(Laguna Pueblo), Christ in the Desert Monastery
(Abiquiu), San Diego Church (Tesuque Pueblo),
St. Anthony Mission Church (Zuni) and Our
Lady of Guadalupe Church (Pojoaque). Brother
Bart’s legacy in wood will last a long time here
on earth and a friend shared that, “He is
probably building churches and furnishing
them in heaven.”
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Brother Bart died on Thursday, May 14,
2020. He succumbed to COVID-19, after
dealing for the past four years with
Parkinson’s Disease and a recent stroke.
He will be missed and mourned by the
friars of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Province,his brother Fred (Jeanine) Wolf,
and numerous nieces and nephews. He is
proceeded in death by his parents and his
sister Lottie Wolf Halcomb. Services for
Bart will be announced after the COVID19 restrictions are eased.

Eternal rest grant unto
Br. Bart,

and let perpetual light shine
upon him

To view more photos of Br. Bart, or read
community tributes please visit
www.swfranciscans.org/tribute.

FRANCISCAN ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
A Message from Rick Gardner, President

After much deliberation, prayer, and
reflection, the Franciscan Alumni Association
(FAA) Board of Directors has decided that the
2020 Chapter Reunion in Easton, Pennsylvania,
will be postponed until 2021. This is due
especially to the uncertainty surrounding the
coronavirus pandemic at this time. The
reunion has been rescheduled for June 24-27,
2021, and it will still be held at the St. Francis
Retreat House in Easton.If you have any
questions, please contact us by email at
2020reunion@franciscan-alumni.org.

Additional reunion information, as it becomes
available, will be posted to our website
(www.franciscan-alumni.org) and our
Facebook page (Franciscan-Alumni.org).
Thank you for your patience and
understanding.

Please help us congratulate Bill Linesch and
Bro. Mark Ligett, OFM. Bill will receive the FAA
Humanitarian Award, and Bro. Mark will
receive the FAA Christian Life Award at the
2020 reunion. Congratulations!
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PROFESSION OF VOWS
Congratulations Brother Noe Alfaro!

"Vows are commitments made first to ourselves and then to
others, whether spouses, friends, society, nation, or God, which
proclaims that with all my being, I will try to do what I promise
to do," explained Jack Clark-Robinson, OFM. On Thursday, May
20, 2020, Brother Noe Alfaro professed his Franciscan vows to
Our Lady of Guadalupe Province. In an intimate gathering in
the chapel of Casa Guadalupe Friary, Br. Noe joined with five of
his Franciscan brothers and hundreds of followers viewing the
live-stream on social media. This year's profession was a very
different experience in contrast to Br. Noe's profession last
year, which took place with over 40 of his Franciscan brothers
present. Despite the different atmosphere amidst the COVID-19
pandemic, the ritual of professing vows follows an ancient and
rich tradition, that is available to watch at
www.swfranciscans.org. Congratulations, Br. Noe Alfaro!
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LOOKING INTO OUR TRADITIONS
A monthly reflection on our Franciscan Heritage by Jack Clark Robinson, OFM

Article 5, section two of the General

Constitutions of the Order of Friars Minor
begins with these words: “In our Order,
profession is made into the hands of one’s
legitimate minister in these words:” then at that
point begin the words of profession that Noe
Alfaro Casas made into my hands on May 21st
as he renewed his vows for the coming year.
Usually, the Minister takes the friars hands into
his own, touching them, holding them. But as
you can see in this picture from Noe’s renewal,
though I received his vows in my hands, we
were not touching.
That lack of touch was in this case precipitated
by the COVID-19 pandemic. All of us know that,
but someday, maybe two hundred years from
now, when the pandemic is remembered as an
historical fact, but not as a lived experience,
someone may look at that picture and wonder,

forever limited. A recognition of human

why are they not touching? There may even be

limitation, even in our knowledge of our own

all sorts of speculative reasons offered to

experiences brings to mind some possible

explain the distance between our hands. That

lessons from this snapshot photograph of this

speculation of future speculation points out one

little piece of our Franciscan tradition. First,

of the difficulties of dealing with historical

we are limited in what we can know. There is

matters, even when there are records of what

no shame in that, but there can be a danger in

happened.

it, if we fail to acknowledge our limitations.
The most frequent way that we get in trouble

Records, photographs, even audio and video

with regard to knowledge, is not from knowing

recordings never reveal the total reality of any

too little, but from thinking that we know more

human event. Human events take place in the

than we do. Second, knowing that we do not

three dimensions of height, breadth, and width,

know everything, the wise seek always to learn

and in the fourth dimension of time. No one

more.The lack of curiosity may kill more cats

point of view can ever encompass what happens

than curiosity itself. Third, humility will help

from all four of those dimensions

us learn more than pride. Recognizing that I do

simultaneously. Our knowledge, even of our

not know it all and acknowledging that I could

own experiences, remains in some degree

benefit from knowing more, then going about
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LOOKING INTO OUR TRADITIONS CONTINUED
learning what more I can with an attitude of

maybe the next best thing to open arms would

humility, will invite others to help me learn the

be open hands. To accept what each of us has to

things that I do not know.

offer the other with open hands and open
hearts. We are spending a lot of time together

Finally, those open hands themselves in the

as friars in our houses at the moment, just as

picture may have their own lesson for us as

families are doing all around us, too. God has

Franciscans. God receives us with open hands

allowed us this time of close community to give

and open arms – always, not only because of a

us the opportunity to share our lives by offering

pandemic. The conditions at the moment do

them into each other’s hands, and to open our

not make for many embrazos – fraternal

hearts as ministers to one another

embraces with arms around each other,

HONORING THE CLASS OF 2020
Celebrating Graduates Around The Province
Graduating high school is a significant

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church created

milestone and cause for community

a Graduates Blessing interactive web page. In

celebrations. Unfortunately, the 2020

addition to providing special graduation

graduating seniors will not be able to

prayers, the names of graduates are listed on

celebrate their achievements like their peers

the website with warm accolades from the

in years past as graduation ceremonies are

community. Family members are also invited

canceled or postponed. Despite the challenges,

to submit their graduates' names as a Mass

three Southwest Franciscan parishes decided

intention. St. Peter's Catholic Community is

to honor their graduates in special and

also taking a virtual route to honor seniors

creative ways.

through their social media. Charlie Martinez,
OFM, shares senior pictures and

St Francis of Assisi Parish in Gallup, New

announcements highlighting their current

Mexico, is paying tribute to their seniors by

school, and plans for the future. He also

offering a special graduation Mass on Sunday,

created a video to honor the graduates.

May 24, 2020. Abel Olivas, OFM, made a callout on social media for those graduating

Although their graduation experience was

(from any grade!) to send in photos to be

unexpected in many ways, we pray that the

prominently placed in front of the altar. In

class of 2020 knows how proud our Province

addition to St. Francis of Assisi in Gallup, St.

is of their achievements! Congratulations

John the Baptist Church and St. Peter's

graduates, YOU DID IT!

Community in Roswell, New Mexico are also
getting creative to honor their seniors.
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CELEBRATING OUR EARTHLY MOTHERS
A N D O U R H E A V E N L Y M O T H E R Mother's Day Tribute

On Saturday, May 9, 2020, Gerry Steinmetz,

The tribute was to celebrate and honor our

OFM, celebrated Mother's Day by hosting a live-

earthly mothers and our heavenly mother,

streamed tribute at Sacred Heart Mission in the

Mary, the Blessed Virgin. The Mother's Day

village of Mesita. Mesita is one of the six villages

tribute included praying the rosary, singing

of Laguna Pueblo, where Fr. Gerry ministers.

hymns, and meditating on beautiful imagery

"We are celebrating Mother's Day, but it is like

and reflections to bring the audience into deep

none other before." For many families

contemplation about the joys, challenges, and

throughout the United States, this Mother's Day

importance of motherhood. As many learn

did not include joyful family gatherings and

their faith from their mothers, it was fitting

tight hugs with family members. As many

that the tribute started with a special prayer

communities are still in a government-mandated

that was recited every day by a Franciscan

shelter-in-place, Mother's Day felt empty.

friar's mother.
Take my hand O Blessed Mother, Hold me firmly
lest I fall, I am fearful when I'm walking
And on thee I humbly call.
Guide me over every crossing. Tenderly take on
my cares, Let me know you are beside me, Listen
to my fervent prayers,
Bring me to my designation, safely every single
day, Help me with my undertakings as the silent
hours pass away,
Any when evening falls upon us, and I fear to be
alone, Take my hand O Blessed Mother, Once
again and lead me home.

Despite the pandemic, Fr. Gerry wanted to honor
mothers, "This is a tribute to mothers,
grandmothers, and all others that have been
mothers to us."
Present for the tribute was Governor Wilfred
Herrera, Jr, who gave a warm greeting and
appreciation for motherhood. "We are grateful
for all that you do to take care of your families,
and all of us. You are the backbone of our
families."
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WE DO NOT HAVE TO BE AFRAID

Franciscans of St. Michaels Mission Pray for an End to COVID-19
As COVID-19 swept through the world, the

rates that are above the United States averages,

Vatican received many requests on

and are disproportionately impacted.

celebrating a specific Mass to implore God to
bring an end to the pandemic. On May 30,

Fr. Pio offered consoling words of hope, to his

2020, the Vatican's Congregation for Divine

suffering community. "Today we are in a

Worship and the Discipline of the

terrible time, during this pandemic. It has put

Sacraments, made an official decree and

fear and dread into our lives. Our world has

provided a Mass formulary for individual

been turned upside down. But brothers and

parishes to celebrate. Thanks to Pio

sisters, we are called to have hope

O'Connor, OFM, and the friars of St. Michaels

even in this terrible situation. Our hope comes

Mission, this Mass was celebrated on May 19,

from the Lord." Drawing a comparison to the

2020, for the Southwest Franciscan

apostles who cried out to Jesus during a

community.

turbulent storm, Fr. Pio explained, "Now we
pray to the Lord, like the apostles, we wake him

The United States Franciscans dedicated May

up and ask how to come overcome this. We

19, 2020 as a Day of Prayer for all who are

look to Jesus to help us. Take every difficulty to

living in the shadow of COVID-19 including

Jesus in prayer. He is there in our distress. In

caregivers, those who are ill and those who

our faith, in our hope and trust in the Lord, we

have died. The friars of St. Michaels mission

do not have to be afraid no matter what is

are wholly enveloped with the suffering of

going on around us. Jesus is with us. He loves

the coronavirus, as they minister among the

us. He is there to help us and to heal us." We

Navajo Nation. The Navajo Nation is

continue to pray for an end to the coronavirus.

suffering from COVID-19
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GET UP!

One morning a father went down the hallway and

A Story by Gerry, Steinmetz,OFM,
a Franciscan Storyteller

knocked on the door of his son and said: "Jaime, you
have to get and go to school. " I don't want to go to
school," replied Jaime. His father knocked again and
said, "Son, you have to get up and go to school." The
son again replied: " I don't like school because it's
boring." The father knocked again and said, "Son,
you have to get up and go to school." The son
replied, "I don't want to go to school because the
kids pick on me." Then the father said, " You have
given me 3 reasons why you don't want to go to
school. NOW I am going to tell you 3 reasons WHY
you HAVE to go to school!" "First, You HAVE to go to
school. Secondly you are 45 years old, and third,
you are the Director of the School and you have to
go to school!" I like this story because we might
substitute the words of a parent and child who
doesn't want to go to Church and after hearing the
child reply 3 times why he does not want to go to
Church, the parent replies : "You have to get up and
go to Church." Even if you're 45 years old, YOU ARE
THE PRIEST and you HAVE to go to Church!"

Please Pray +Alan Cobb, stepfather of Br. Bernard Keele died on April 30, 2020. Please

remember Br.Bernard, his mother, and all of his family in your prayers. Eternal rest grant unto
him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him.

BIRTHDAY
WISHES

Joseph Gonsalves, OFM
John Friebel, OFM
Michael Haag, OFM

May 5th
May 17th
May 26th

Heavenly Father,
Years ago this month, you blessed the world with Joseph, John, and Michael. Thank you for the gift
of their life. We ask you to bless them during their birthday month and to keep them in Your care,
now and in the coming year. Amen.
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