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FRANCISCAN LEADERSHIP JOINS CATHOLIC
BISHOPS IN CONDEMNING BULLYING,
VIOLENCE TOWARD LGBT YOUTH
The Catholic-Franciscan tradition recognizes
and celebrates the God-given dignity of every
human being. The leadership of six provinces
belonging to the Order of Friars Minor in the
United States have supported a statement
signed by 10 Catholic bishops and dozens of
religious orders and institutions condemning
bullying and other acts of violence toward
LGBT youth.
The January statement endorses the Tyler
Clementi Foundation in its vital work of
standing up for LGBT youth, who are vulnerable
to and experience high rates of bullying,
harassment, violence and suicide. In signing on
to this statement, the leadership of the

The Franciscan leaders who signed the statement are Fr. Jim Gannon, OFM, of Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Province (Franklin,
Wis.), Fr. Kevin Mullen, OFM, of Holy Name
Province (New York City), Fr. Ron Walters,
OFM, of Our Lady of Guadalupe Province
(Albuquerque, N.M.), Fr. Thomas Nairn, OFM,
of Sacred Heart Province (St. Louis, Mo.), Fr.
David Gaa, OFM, of St. Barbara Province
(Oakland, Calif.) and Fr. Mark Soehner, OFM,
of St. John the Baptist Province (Cincinnati,
Ohio).
The statement, “God Is on Your Side: A
Statement from Catholic Bishops on Protecting
LGBT Youth,” continues on the following page.

Franciscan friars reaffirmed their support of
their LGBT sisters and brothers and condemned
any form of violence against them.
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STATEMENT CONDEMNING BULLYING, VIOLENCE
TOWARD LGBT YOUTH, CONTINUED
As we see in the Gospels, Jesus Christ taught

and harassed; and who are the target of violent

love, mercy and welcome for all people, espec-

acts at alarming rates.

ially for those who felt persecuted or marginalized in any way; and the Catechism of the

The Catholic Church values the God-given

Catholic Church teaches that LGBT people

dignity of all human life and we take this oppor-

are to be treated with “respect, compassion,

tunity to say to our LGBT friends, especially

and sensitivity.”

young people, that we stand with you and op-

All people of goodwill should help, support, and
defend LGBT youth; who attempt suicide at
much higher rates than their straight counterparts; who are often homeless because of families who reject them; who are rejected, bullied,

pose any form of violence, bullying or harassment directed at you.
Most of all, know that God created you, God
loves you and God is on your side.

THE WAY OF THE CROSS: A SHORT HISTORY
A Reflection by Greg Friedman, OFM, Provincial Secretary
When I guide Holy Land pilgrims through the
streets of Jerusalem on the Via Dolorosa, the
Way of the Cross, we usually share the crowded
streets with pilgrim groups from around the

through streets crowded with people was
similar: Some may have known this man being
led leading to execution; some were his
anguished followers; others could have cared

world, people of other faiths going about their

less. To many, Jesus was just a curiosity.

business, tourists from cruise ships and merch-

The route we take, and which the Franciscans

ants standing outside their shops, doing business. We’re part of everyday life in the Old City.

follow every Friday, at three o’clock in the
afternoon, has been established for centuries,
but scholars dispute its accuracy. We believe the

I remind the pilgrims that—except for the

location of Calvary and the Tomb of Jesus are

differences of 20 centuries—Jesus’ ordeal of

authentic, but today’s route of the Via Dolorosa

carrying the cross on that first Good Friday

may not be Jesus’ path from the place of
continued on next page
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HISTORY OF THE WAY OF THE CROSS CONTINUED
sentencing to the place of crucifixion and burial.
And we know as well that some of events in the
14 stations aren’t found in the Gospel at all.
Christians from the earliest days no doubt visited
the site of Calvary and the Tomb. A formal route,
with set “stations,” came much later.
In the fourth century, a Spanish nun, Egeria,
describes in her diary how pilgrims followed a
route in and around Jerusalem to places
associated with the Passion, death, Resurrection

The "Way of Sorrow" is the name for
the Jerusalem street on which pilgrims
follow the Way of the Cross

and Ascension of Jesus. In succeeding centuries,
various routes and processions are recorded. In
fact, European pilgrims took the practice home,
so their fellow Christians could reproduce it.
After Pope Clement VI gave the Franciscans
the care of the Holy Places in 1342, a ritual
procession began at “Mount Zion,” outside the
city walls, where the friars had their headquarters and commemorated the Last Supper. It
continued on to include the House of Caiphas,
the palace of Annas, the Mount of Olives and the

The document with which Pope
Clement VI, gave the Franciscans
custody of the Holy Places in1342.

Pool of Siloam. These devotions went beyond the
events of Good Friday. A later route began at the
Holy Sepulchre and included the Garden of
Gethsemane. Because Jerusalem at the time was
under Muslim rule, the friars led pilgrims in the
hours before dawn, so as not to disturb others.
The sole focus on the events of the Passion only
began in the 15th century, but early routes didn’t
include the model of our present-day 14th
stations. It was pilgrims coming from Europe,

Pilgrims and friars
walk the Way of the
Cross on the streets of
Jerusalem on Good
Friday.

continued on next page
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HISTORY OF THE WAY OF THE CROSS CONTINUED
who were familiar with a version of the Way of
the Cross popularized in well-known devotional
books, who eventually led Franciscan guides in
Jerusalem to begin leading the Way of the Cross
largely familiar to us!
A Canadian friar working in the Holy Land,
Blessed Frederic Janssoone, promoted the
custom of the Friday afternoon Via Dolorosa.
The Franciscans—with young friars in
formation usually leading the prayers by
megaphone—begin near the Franciscan biblical
school, and process through the streets to the
final five stations within the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre. We’re usually crowded and rushed, as
we weave through the streets so we can finish
within the time limits imposed by the Status
Quo, the agreement which preserves order
among Christians serving together in that great
church, which shelters both Calvary and the
Tomb of Jesus.
For a friar, the conclusion of the Via Dolorosa
sometimes permits a quick “official” visit inside
the shrine over the Tomb, to venerate the place
where Jesus was buried and rose from the dead.
Today the Franciscans have created a wonderful
audiovisual experience for pilgrims. The
program unfolds the history of Jerusalem and
invites modern-day pilgrims to identify with the
countless people before them who have walked
the streets of the city as Jesus did on that first
Good Friday. To you, our brothers and friends

To access the Our Lady of
Guadalupe Stations of the Cross
visit
www.swfranciscans.org

sharing our audiovisual Way of the Cross, (see
link at right) we extend the same invitation.
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LOOKING INTO OUR TRADITIONS
A monthly reflection on our Franciscan
Heritage by Jack Clark Robinson, OFM
With Holy Week coming at the end of March
and in the beginning of April, we look forward
to the Resurrection. When Minister Provincial
Larry Dunham was finding appropriate artwork
for the new friary, Casa Guadalupe, part of the
campus of the Provincial Curia, he wanted to
include the Stations of the Cross--a very
traditional part of any Franciscan community.
He also wanted those Stations to reflect the
Province’s rootedness in New Mexico and the
rich artistic heritage of the peoples, both Native
American and Hispanic, of the Southwest. In
niches in the walls facing the interior courtyard are sculptured pieces (some quite old)
representing those artistic traditions.
But Fr. Larry also wanted some new art, too, art
that would be “made for the space” of the new
friary. Seeking out Charlie Carrillo, a noted,
traditional Hispanic New Mexico religious
artist, or santero, Fr. Larry commissioned a set
of the Stations of the Cross which hang on the
wall, fitting perfectly as they extend from one
end to the other of the interior south walkway.
There the 14 traditional Stations are uniquely
and beautifully portrayed on small wooden
panels. On the walls of the adjoining hallways
at each end of the south hallway, would be
complimentary larger works. On the west end
hangs a representation of the Resurrection, and
on the east end a rendering of the scene of
Francis adoring the Christ Child,
continued on next page

05

LOOKING INTO OUR TRADITIONS, CONTINUED
Art can make no greater gift to

but with the scene transported from
Greccio to a northern New Mexico

the world than to help us see our
Faith, to understand that even as
we look at static representations
of a world constantly in motion,
there is more to be seen.

village. (Minister General Michael
Perry, OFM, used it in his 2018
Christmas message to the friars.) The
representation of the Resurrection (at
right) seems a very appropriate way to
mark the celebration of Easter. When
Mr. Carrillo’s family was saddened by
the death of his godson, +Daniel Rey
Evans, a candle was placed before
the Resurrection image in order
to prepare a condolence card
for Mr. Carrillo and his family.
The candle sits in a candle
stand created by +Brother Bart
Wolf, O.F.M. for the Casa
Guadalupe Friary Chapel. Thus,
the faith of two artists and
their contributions to help our
faith along are present in this
photograph.

Whether with music, sculpture,
painting, photography, or the
arranging of flowers and decorations into settings in churches
that honor our Faith, God seeks
always to help us come to know
the reality behind the representation. Writers and
poets help, as do preachers at times, as they seek to
arrange the right words in the right order to touch
mind and heart. From the many words of the Easter
Vigil readings, through the music of bells, the smells
of incense and lilies, and the touch of newly blessed
Easter water, may we be awakened to the outpouring
of life and love that is the Resurrection!

'MERENDA' AT THE NOVITIATE
A Reflection by Provincial Minister,
Ron Walters, OFM

Three Southwest Franciscans attended the
Novitiate together from 1972 to 1974. Pio
O’Connor, OFM, Michael Haag OFM, and
myself, were part of the first class of a two-year
novitiate program in the St. John the Baptist
Province. Our novice master was Joseph Rayes,
OFM. Team members varied from the first to the
second year. The novitiate was held at what was
once the school of theology of the SJB Province,
in Oldenburg, Indiana.

continued on next page

Ron Walters, OFM and Michael Haag, OFM
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'MERENDA' AT THE NOVITIATE, CONTINUED
Continuing the traditional day of the novitiate

My classmate, Michael Haag, was from the

meant that there were classes in the morning

farming region of Kansas – Olpe, Kansas to be

and often a work period in the afternoon.

exact, and he had become accustomed to

Between classes in the morning and in the midst

chewing tobacco. He often carried a Styrofoam

of the work period in the afternoon was what we

cup around which allowed him to not spit all

called merenda – a “coffee break” in the rest of

over the place, particularly indoors.

the world. That break took place in the basement
of the oldest building on the property in a room

One of our classmates, whom I will leave

which had been painted, I think, by Juan

unnamed to protect the guilty, joined us a bit

Montoya with scenes of the Southwest. Juan had

late for merenda one day. He was the nephew of

been a cook at Oldenburg during previous years

one of the professed brothers of the province.

of the novitiate and had also been a cook at St.

Michael had already arrived at merenda and had

Michaels Mission. (His paintings are still on the

set down his Styrofoam cup in order to pick up a

walls at St. Michaels in the kitchen there and in

snack and some coffee or punch. This other

the recreation room on the second floor.)

novice came into merenda and saw the
Styrofoam cup sitting on the counter and

During merenda we were permitted to have some

exclaimed, “Oh good, hot chocolate!” We almost

refreshments, usually some fruit or other

let him go ahead and have it, but someone of our

“goodies” left over from previous meals.

group called out “NO!!!!” and stopped him from

Sometimes, in addition to coffee” or punch in

making the terrible mistake of having what he

the winter, our fellow novices who were cooks

thought was hot chocolate. It is one incident

and bakers would also serve hot chocolate.

from that novitiate class that will never be
forgotten.

WHY WE REMEMBER ANSELM WEBER
100 years after the death of a pioneering missionary
This story, written by Toni Cashnelli, was
original published in SJB News Notes on
March 18, 2021.

Cincinnati. Anselm, known as “The Apostle to
the Navajo,” wasn’t the only heroic missionary
to the Southwest from St. John the Baptist
Province – not by a long shot. But given the

Maybe he knew he was living on borrowed time. ailments that plagued him for years, what he
That might explain the relentless pace at which attempted and accomplished on behalf of those
friar Anselm Weber drove himself for 23 years

he served from 1898 to 1921 is remarkable. As

as a missionary to the Navajo people. The paper

his health failed, his workload did not diminish,

proof of his achievements fills 14 file boxes on

even in the last years of a slow and painful

the shelves of the Franciscan Archives in

decline.

continued on next page
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WHY WE REMEMBER ANSELM WEBER, CONTINUED
One hundred years after his passing on March 8,
1921, at the age of 58, why should we remember
Anselm Weber?
“He was amazing,” says friar Murray Bodo, a
native of the Southwest and biographer of
Anselm’s fellow missionary, the anthropologist
and linguist Berard Haile. “Anselm’s energy was
indefatigable; he was constantly working
for the Navajo people” to protect their
rights and interests. A devoted student of their
culture, “He worked hard to preserve the

Fr. Anselm became a friar in 1882
and a priest in 1889.
He was a seminary teacher before
volunteering for
the mission among
the Navajo.

sovereignty of the Navajo Nation. He went to
Washington, to Congress, to plead for the
preservation of the integrity of Navajo lands
and prevent encroachment by the railroads and
others.” Anselm’s letter-writing campaigns on
behalf of various causes generated enough
correspondence to fill seven of those boxes
at the Archives.
Recruited by Mother Katharine Drexel in 1898 as
one of the first friar missionaries to Arizona,
“Anselm Weber provided the Indians with their
strongest defense against cultural breakdown,”
wrote Robert L. Wilken, author of Anselm
Weber, O.F.M.: Missionary to the Navaho, a
painstakingly compiled biography of the
pioneering friar (Bruce Publishing, 1953). Wilken
described Anselm’s approach to evangelization:
“Conversion of the Navaho tribe he and his
confreres viewed as a long-term process that
would proceed from a previous winning of
hearts and minds through ‘tangible signs of the
whites’ good will,’” which began with
understanding the ways of “The Diné” – The

People. It contrasted sharply, Wilken said, with
the U.S. government’s attitude of “neutral
toleration, which sometimes bordered on
opposition.” Learning the Navajo language
to “preach and communicate was more practical
than forcing English on the community.”
According to a profile of Navajo interpreter
Frank Walker in the May 1945 issue of Desert
magazine, Anselm Weber “played a great part
in crystallizing his [Frank’s] fine code of honor
continued on next page
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WHY WE REMEMBER ANSELM WEBER, CONTINUED
and ethics. Frank trekked endless miles

Learning of Anselm’s death, Agnes Chester, a

over dim trails that led to the end of

former student at St. Michaels School and niece

Navajoland” with Anselm, who, decades after

of Navajo Head Chief Chee Dodge, wrote: “Oh

his death, was “still revered by the Navajo

dear me, my heart is broken. We all weep at

as the good and kindly ‘e’nishodi chischilli” –

once….now the white people can do what they

the “curly-haired long-robe.”

please with us because our Father is gone. Now,
too, the white people can do everything they

As Wilken explained, “He worked for the group

please with our lands, because our dear Father

independence by promoting tribal ownership,

looked after everything.”

opposing family allotments on reservation
lands, and by gaining for the prolific tribe vast

And with his passing, she believed, there would

new land areas to support their sheep.” All this,

be “No more like him.”

while pursuing his priestly duties, working to
establish mission posts throughout the territory,
studying the Navajo language and translating a
catechism for children, riding hundreds of miles
to promote a boarding school at St. Michaels,
Ariz., writing regularly for church and mission
magazines, becoming a part-time surveyor, and
serving as a peacemaker when tribal and
government tensions came to a head.
But time was not on his side. When Anselm died
in 1921 at the Mayo Brothers Clinic in Rochester,
Minn., he had yet to fulfill his goal of
establishing a “medical apostolate” for the
Navajo people. Jesuit A.M. Mandalari of The
Church of the Immaculate Conception in
Albuquerque, N.M., sent his condolences: “The
Apostle of the Navajo, and the pillar of
missionary work in this part of the country, has
gone to his reward.”

Honor Anselm Weber with your next
Amazon purchase!
You can support the current ministry of
the Southwest Franciscans by using the
Anselm Weber Fund Inc on
AmazonSmile. Questions? Email
info@swfranciscans.org

U.S. Indian Commissioner Cato Sells, said, “His
passing is a great loss to society, and the Navajo
Indians will greatly miss their long-time and
faithful friend.”
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WHAT'S A FRANCISCAN?
A Story by Gerry, Steinmetz,OFM, A Franciscan Storyteller
I was admitted to Presbyterian Hospital in

who took care of me. So “what’s a Franciscan?

Albuquerque, New Mexico, on Friday, January

People who take care of us as a brother or sister

29, 2021. I had pneumonia and a blood infection.

doing some of the most humbling things.

Four days later, on Tuesday night around 10:00
p.m., a nurse and her aide asked me if I had
taken a bath. After replying that no one had
offered, they offered to give me a bath. Because
it was late at night, I thought they would give
me one the following day. To my surprise, the
aide, Crystal, immediately warmed water and
began to give me a bed bath.
We began talking and I told her that I was a
Franciscan. She asked, "What’s a Franciscan?"
So I told her about St. Francis, who said we are
brothers. I also shared about Pope Francis and
how he recently wrote that we are all brothers.
Crystal responded, "How did you become a
Franciscan?" So I told her about how I wanted to
become a Franciscan and my vocation story.
After an hour she said that was interesting to

Father Gerry Steinmetz, OFM,

listen to my story. I thanked her for the bath.

has received permission from
Provincial Minister Ron

My week in the hospital helped me to learn what

Walters for full retirement,

a Franciscan is. There were many aides who

with residence at San Juan Diego Friary,

helped me with the most humbling things. One

in Albuquerque. Father Gerry is still

wonderful such aide was Queen. After realizing

recovering from his recent hospital-

that I needed a longer bed, she saw to it that I

ization and asks that people continue to

received one within the hour! She then asked me

pray for him as he recuperates. You can

if I liked butter pecan ice cream and came with a

send prayers or well wishes to Father

cup of it. During my time in the hospital, I

Gerry at info@swfranciscans.org

learned what a Franciscan is from the people
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