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PROVINCIAL

PLENARY

COUNCIL

Christ will lead us into the
future.  
 
Over 35 friars from the Our Lady of

Guadalupe Province met at the

Provincial Curia on May 29th and 30th

for the Provincial Plenary Council. The

Council opened with a reflection from

Fr. Jack Clark Robinson, Minister

Provincial. Fr. Jack emphasized that as

followers of St. Francis, the Province is

to take things from both the past and

present to more faithfully follow Christ 

into the future. The Plenary Council

provided friars with a great opportunity

to reflect on the past and plan for the

future.    



PROVINCIAL PLENARY

COUNCIL CONTINUED
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The Council's focus on following Christ

into the future,  led to a fruitful

discussion on "Becoming Contemplative

Fraternities in Mission." Friars

completed a Examination of Conscience

and then worked together to discuss

important topics for the future, like

territories and sustainability. There

were many special moments during the

Council, including Br. Noe renewing his

vows and the induction of Fr. Juan

Mendez of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, 

 as an Affiliate of the Province. 

           

 

Becoming Contemplative
Fraternities in Mission   

 
The Provincial Plenary Council was

dedicated to prayer, presentations, group

work, and shared reflections. Fr. Ron,

Provincial Treasurer, shared the

Province's demographic trends and

potential challenges that could result

from an increasing retired population.

Fr. Lalo presented and shared the results

of a recent friar survey that asked for

reflection on questions like, "How are

you being a missionary of the Gospel?" 

The Council provided the friars with the

opportunity for prayer, Adoration of the

Blessed Sacrament, and of course,

brotherhood!      



B 1 6  L 2 2  C o r n e r  A v e n u e ,  O H ,  1 2 3 4
6 3 2  1 2 3  2 7 1 8  /  6 2 5  2 8 1  2 9 3 8

A monthly reflection on our
Franciscan Heritage by Jack

Clark Robinson, OFM 
 
 

INTO OUR 

TRADITIONS

In Admonition XIX, Saint Francis said: 

1Blessed is the servant who does not

consider himself any better when he is

praised and exalted by people than when he

is considered worthless, simple, and looked

down upon, 2 for what a person is before

God, that he is and no more. 3 Woe to that

religious who has been placed in a high

position by others and [who] does not want

to come down by his own will. 4 Blessed is

that servant who is not placed in a high

position by his own will and always desires

to be under the feet of others. 

 

 In Admonition XX, Saint Francis said: 1

Blessed is that religious who has no

pleasure and delight except in the most holy

words and deeds of the Lord 2 and, with

these, leads people to the love of God  
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with gladness and joy. 3Woe to that religious

who delights in idle and empty words and

leads people to laughter with them. 

 

 

These Admonitions, two of the twenty-eight

Admonitions that have come down to us as

part of what were undoubtedly instructions

of Saint Francis to his brothers in their initial

and on-going formation, form the direct basis

for much of what we have in Chapter IV of

the General Constitutions about how we are

to go about in the world.  We are not to seek

position, power, nor applause, but to work

and serve others for the sake of the

proclamation of the Gospel.

 

AFFILIATE OF

THE PROVINCE 

One of us   
 

  

Fr. Juan Mendez was formally recognized as an

Affiliate of the Province during the recent

Provincial Plenary Council. Fr. Juan has served the

People of God of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe since

1973. Fr. Juan befriended many of the friars with

whom he shared brotherhood and the desire to

proclaim the Gospel. Fr. Jack noted, "we wanted to

share with the world what we already know, that he

is one of us." Fr. Juan received a Franciscan Crown

Rosary and a Tau from Fr. Jack Clark Robinson  

 



In our recently completed Provincial Plenary

Council, we examined our conscience as friar

contemplative fraternities in mission, seeking

to honestly search our hearts as to how we

are doing as communities, rather than simply

as individuals in living out the challenge of

being Franciscan friars in the 21st century. 

We asked ourselves: How well are we about

the things that are fundamental to our

Franciscan identity by being contemplative

and prayerful, by being fraternal and offering

witness to the world of our Franciscan values,

by collaborating with others, and living the

values of justice, peace, and integrity of

creation?  Are we living in such a way as to

sustain the life of our local contemplative

fraternity in mission now and into the future

by attracting others to what we are doing and

living the values of inter-dependence with

regard to our time, talent, and treasures? 

Then finally, are we as a local contemplative

fraternity in mission doing things which set

us apart as an example for others of how to

be Franciscan by striving to adhere to our

mission of proclaiming the Gospel over

maintaining any status quo and are we being

transparent and accountable to each other? 

 

In so many ways, the questions that we asked

this past week are no more than restatements

for our time and place of the kinds of

questions that Francis sought to raise among

the brothers of his time. Our Franciscan

identity is still about a life of prayer (“what a

person is before God”).  Our identity is still

about the witness which we can offer by not

considering ourselves any better whether we

are among the high and mighty or the lowly

and despised. 

Continued 

INTO OUR

TRADITION
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Our future lies in attracting others to our

contemplative fraternities in mission by our

humility and love for one another, our desire

“to be under the feet of others.” To serve,

rather than to be served. (see Mark 10:45) 

Our deepest desire and mission must always

be to proclaim the Gospel, so as to lead others

to the love of God “with gladness and joy.” 

We are to be about sharing our “pleasure and

delight … in the most holy words and deeds of

the Lord.”  And one of the ways that Francis

calls us to do that is not to take ourselves so

seriously that we cannot laugh at ourselves,

rather than seeking to delight in idle and

empty words that lead to laughter about

others rather than gladness and joy with

them.

 

Our discussion was wide-ranging.  But in that

discussion, we were in our own way

attempting to return to these fundamental

questions which are at the heart of

revitalization and restructuring our fraternal

life and governance.  The discussion must go

on and on, even as we may sometimes grow

weary of it.  All of which is to remember that

Ignatius Brady, one of the twentieth century’s

greatest scholars of the Franciscan sources is

said to have repeatedly said that “It is the

task of every novice to refound the Order in

his own heart.”  But in truth, we cannot

refound the Order once, but must seek to

found it anew, as God brings us a new day

with each dawn.



BR.  NOE RENEWS

VOWS
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Noe Alfaro, renewed his vows on

Wednesday, May 29, 2019 during the

Provincial Plenary Council. Br. Bruce

and Fr. Erasmo were the official

witnesses. This was the fifth time that

Br. Noe has renewed his vows. Br. Noe

stated, "I decided to renew my vows

because I feel called by God to live

this life." Fr. Jack told Br. Noe, "I pray

for you, that you be a better friar

than I am." Br. Noe recalled, "I felt

blessed by God with these words.

These words impacted me deeply!"         

 

"I profess the life and rule
of the Friars Minor." 
 

JACK'S

JOURNEYS

 

June 2 

 Rededication of OLF Church, Chinle, NM   

June 9-12

MP6 Face-to-Face at St. Peters, Chicago, IL  

June 17-21 

Priests Retreat for Archdiocese of Santa Fe,   

June 24-28 

Master Class with Dominic Monti at SBU

 July 4

Birthday Celebration

July 5 

Wheatfields Picnic   

July 29- August 2

Chapter of Mats, Denver

 

 

Br. Noe vowed for the coming year to live in obedience, poverty, and chastity in accord

with the Rule of Francis. The Rule of Francis was approved by Pope Honorius in 1223 and

was detailed in the General Constitutions of the Order of Frairs Minor.        

June 
 

July 
 



TREASURERS

CONFERENCE 

 
The English Speaking Conference

of Treasurers took place in

Kaunas, Lithuania this past May.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Province

was represented by Fr. Ron

during the three day conference. 

 

Information and photo  provided
by Ron Walters, OFM 

 
 

The conference was held at Domus

Pacis, a Franciscan guest house that

is dedicated to pilgrims. Fr. Ron

described the conference as

informative and collaborative.

Thank you Fr. Ron for representing

our Province.   

 

Bernard Keele, June 15 

Paul Juniet, June 28

BIRTHDAY 

WISHES

Heavenly Father,  

Years ago today, you blessed the world with Bernard and Paul. Thank you for the gift of

their life. We ask you to bless them during their birthday month and to keep them in

Your care, now and in the coming year. Amen.
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