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I GIVE MYSELF TO THIS FRATERNITY WITH ALL
M Y H E A R T A Reflection by Jesus Osornio, OFM

On July 2, 2020, a group of nine novices

including myself professed our first vows of
obedience, poverty and chastity into the Order
of Friars Minor. Our ceremony took place in Old
Mission Santa Barbara with Fr. David Gaa, OFM,
and no more than 15 friars present there to
witness our profession. The celebration of the
first vows marks the end of the novitiate year
and the beginning of the post-novitiate, a time of
studies.
My novitiate year was full of many good
experiences. We practiced in some way the three

me to live a Christian life practicing it with my

vows. This year was for me the foundation of my

sisters and brothers. The rite of profession was

prayer life and an opportunity to grow into the

full of powerful words and phrases said by me

Franciscan charism through; ministry,

and the friar whom received my vows,

Franciscan history classes, prayer life with my

provincial David Gaa, OFM. Two of many

brothers, personal prayer and community life in

phases that I still have in my head are first "I

general.

give myself to this fraternity with all my heart…
guided by the example of Mary Immaculate"

The vows for me are a path to follow, they help

and the other in the response of Fr. David,
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I GIVE MYSELF TO THIS FRATERNITY WITH ALL
MY HEART CONTINUED
"if you observe them I promise you life
everlasting" These two phases really caught
my attention. I am giving everything of
myself to my brothers and to the Order with
my strengths and my weaknesses embracing
this my new life, following the example of
Our blessed Mother Mary the first disciple of
our Lord Jesus Christ. It is not going to be
easy, but I know if I remain faithful to my
commitment I will receive the joy from God.
This is not the end but the beginning of a life
experience. With the rite of first vows I
started living the three vows publicly and
within myself. As a sign of the vows we were
given a three knotted cord, each representing
a vow. Now is the time of putting in practice
what I learned from the novitiate and be
opened to learn more during my postnovitiate time.
¡Paz y Bien¡

Peace and all good!
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WHAT DO YOU SEEK?

Bernard Keele, OFM Professes His Solemn Vows

Early morning on Wednesday, July 15, 2020, as

God among the friars. Through long

the sun slowly started to peek out from behind

discernment, the friars have come to the point

the Sandia Mountains, its rays gently cast on

of welcoming you into our family. Our family

something extraordinary. Bernard Keele,

and our brotherhood is defined by vows." Br.

OFM, professed his solemn vows in an

Bernard proudly proclaimed these vows my

intimate outdoor Mass. Although solemn

professing, "Since the Lord has inspired me to

professions are usually causes for large public

follow more closely the Gospel...before the

celebrations, due to COVID-19 restrictions, this

brothers here present and in your hands Br.

ceremony looked slightly different but just as

Jack, with firm faith and will, vow to God, the

beautiful and holy. Provincial Minister, Jack

holy and almighty Father, to live for all my

Clark Robinson, asked Br. Bernard one crucial

life in obedience, without anything of my own,

question, "What do you seek?"

and in chastity and at the same time. I profess
the life of the rule and order of the friars

Br. Bernard's journey to this sacred moment

minor."

was reflected on during Fr. Jack's homily. Br.
Bernard's love and search for wisdom, started

After professing his vows, Br. Bernard walked

in his youth when he decided to become the

to each of his new brothers, who welcomed

only Catholic in his family. His search for

him into their fraternity with a sign of peace.

wisdom also drew him to live in an intentional

After celebrating the Liturgy of the Eucharist,

community, and later profess vows as a

Br. Bernard made his profession official to the

Benedictine monk. Despite these experiences,

Curia (OFM leadership) by signing a document,

his journey for wisdom continued until he

with Fr. Jack Clark Robinson, and witnessed

ultimately found his spiritual home with the

by Fr. Erasmo Romero, Vocations Director, and

Franciscans in 2017. Fr Jack exclaimed, "Your

Fr. Chris Kerstiens, Br. Bernard's spiritual

search has lead to this day...This day we mark

director. Congratulations Br. Bernard for

and celebrate that you have chosen to seek

consecrating your life, welcome to the family!
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WHAT DO YOU SEEK CONTINUED
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WE SEEK GOD, BECAUSE OF GOD.
A Reflection by Bernard Keele, OFM

This reflection is written for those readers who
possess a faith and trust in essential goodness,
and who possess a simple belief in the triumph
of mercy, sweetness, and gentle love.
The context of this little writing is the sense of
obligation within to respond to a just request on
our Editor's behalf - to give answer to the
primary mechanism, dynamic, and internal
voice that led me here, in later midlife, to a
group of men in community, serving the people
of God in the Southwest United States.
As a convert to Catholicism, (April, 1987), like in
many converts, the heart runs ahead of the mind
and there seems to be present within the soul an
unfettered desire to please God and explore
newfound familial connections within the
Church.
Excitement, wonder, astonishment! These are
some of the sentiments that permeate the spirit
in a newly baptized adult that mirror the
immature experience of a newborn babe.
What thrilled me the most, aesthetically, were

while infusing those within reach - of and

the plethora of biographies of heroic men and

with this same love and desire for the things

women whose examples we canonized and

of heaven - casting all worldly cares behind.

included in our 'lives of saints'. What
astonishing tales of miraculous achievements

Amazing! Answers to the questions (and

and influence!

quests) that find conception within the hearts
of all can be duly satisfied within a sincere

Rising to occasions of response-ability, these

and open-minded research into the

thaumaturges, single-minded in purpose and

methodology of these wonderworkers.

intent, proved beyond a doubt that humankind
could reflect the love and glory of the Almighty,

I must say that I was fortunate to have had
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WE SEEK GOD, BECAUSE OF GOD CONTINUED
one of these inspirational leaders as an

admiration of these devotees can be the

English and Theology teacher in my senior

guiding principles of an emulation that sparks

year of high school, and which relationship

a revolution of peace and joy through faith

was cultivated for the two years following my

and the practice and participation of and in

graduation. Her name was Sister Ernestine

the sacramental life of the Church.The

Vollmering, IWBS. I never tire of speaking of

dynamo of reciprocal self-giving culminates

her to this present day and her memory is

into an upward spiral of never-ending growth,

rightly honoured in the South Texas town

maturity, and wisdom. And a respect for this

where she served heroically until her final

inner reality can be the defining cathartic

capitulation to cancer after having reached

impulse that carries one to the doors of a

the age of 55.

monastery, or in my case, the Franciscan
Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

Other examples, namely St. Benedict, St.
Francis of Paola, St. Francis of Assisi, St.

I hope this briefly answers in some small way

Bernard of Clairvaux, and St. Catherine of

any initial inquiry into my 'calling'. We seek

Siena, radiate the warmth and love of God in

God, because of God. We know God, because of

such a way as to penetrate the heart and mind

God. We love God and others because Love

of any sincere follower of Christ.

preexisted from all eternity, and deigned to
invite all of us into this marvelously

To fall in love with God and to learn from our

participatory life that we like to call Grace.

.

RETIREMENT IS JUST THE BEGINNING!
Congratulations Paul Juniet, OFM
Paul Juniet,OFM the good and faithful Chaplain to the Poor
Clare Sisters in Roswell, New Mexico is officially retiringalthough there is a running joke among the friars that
there is no such thing as retirement. Fr. Paul who has
faithful served the Poor Clares for over six years, moved to
Albuquerque, New Mexico in late July. Fr. Jack Clark
Robinson shared, "Thank you Fr. Paul for your many, many
years of very faithful and fruitful ministry among the
People of God in your many assignments and most recently
among our Poor Clare Sisters!"
Please pray for Fr. Paul during this transition, and join us
in offering a prayer of thanksgiving for his ministry!
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MY NEW JOURNEY

A Reflection by Noe Alfaro, OFM

I am from San Miguel de Allende, Guanajuato,
Mexico and I am thirty years old. I have three
brothers and three sisters and I am the second
oldest in my family. When I was twenty-one years
old, I joined the Franciscan Friars in Mexico. I
completed my Aspirancy, Postulancy, Novitiate,
and Studies of Philosophy in Sts. Peter and Paul
Province in Mexico. I have been in simple vows for
five years. Now I am a member of the Province of
Our Lady of Guadalupe in New Mexico and I came
here in 2018.
When I arrived in Albuquerque, I attended classes
at CELAC (Center for English Language and
American Culture) which is located on the Campus
of the University of New Mexico here in the city.
My experience in studying at CELAC was unique
because I met many students from different
countries. Also, I learned American Culture which
was essential for me to know because I did not
know anything about it.
Besides my English studies, I have also been
engaged in ministry with several groups at Holy
Family Parish in Albuquerque. For instance, ACTS
group, Secular Franciscans, and Grupo de Oracion.
I am moving to San Antonio, Texas where I will
begin my studies in theology at Oblate University
this Fall. I will be living with the OFM Conventual
Friars at their San Damiano friary. It is a formation
house for their students in simple vows. I am sure
that I will have an amazing experience living with
them because I already met most of them a few
months ago. I had a positive impression of them
because they were cordial with me and I felt
appreciated by them.
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MY NEW JOURNEY CONTINUED
I am happy for this new experience. I hope to accomplish my studies of theology successfully. I
want to study theology because it is important for my formation as a friar but also, to understand
what God is telling me in his scriptures. God has given me the vocation of being a friar minor
therefore I want to respond to his call by being one of his disciples who studies the scriptures and
who mediates on his word and take action. Finally, I am confident that this journey will bring
many experiences in sharing my life with the OFM Conventual Friars and doing ministry in San
Antonio, Texas.

LOOKING INTO OUR TRADITIONS
A monthly reflection on our Franciscan Heritage by Jack Clark Robinson, OFM
Nothing much in the Franciscan Tradition

be erected where the people were. If people

has deeper roots than the Stations of the

could not go to those holy places, Francis was

Cross. When Francis returned from his

determined to bring the holy sites to them.

pilgrimage to the Middle East, he wanted to
share some of that experience with those who

Franciscans have been setting up these

would never be able to make the journey to

reminders of Christ’s “journey of sorrows,”

the actual places where the life, the ministry,

the Via Delarosa, these Stations of the Cross,

the Passion, Death, and Resurrection of Christ

for eight hundred years. Within a relatively

happened. In his ever generous and creative

short time (by Church standards) the Stations

way, Francis hit upon the idea of

became a fixture in most Catholic Churches.

representations of those places, which could

It is hard to find a Catholic Church without
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LOOKING INTO OUR TRADITIONS CONTINUED
them. As their popularity grew, the Stations
became a real, local presentation of Christ’s
Passion, as artists depicted in the Stations the
people who looked like the people whom the
artists knew would be praying with them. Here
in the Southwest, that happened over and over
again.
While the old Our Lady of Guadalupe Church
stood in Pena Blanca, Fray Angelico Chavez
famously included local people in the murallike Stations that he painted on the interior of
the Church. (Inadvertently, Fray Angelico also
contributed to the failure of the adobe walls in
the Church by the use of paints that would not
allow moisture to vent from the walls, so that
they weakened and collapsed, destroying the
paintings. Fray Angelico was also rumored to
have used people he did not like as models for
the less than desirable roles in the Passion
story!)
Charlie Carrillo, one of the best known living

We are in a time of pandemic. We do not know

New Mexican santeros was commissioned by

how long the pandemic will last. Under “stay

Minister Provincial Larry Dunham to create

safe in place” orders and with limited contact

Stations to hang in Casa Guadalupe Friary, as

with each other, we may feel as if we are on a

well as images of the Resurrection and to

journey to nowhere. In the midst of that sense

balance the image of the Resurrection in the

of frustration, it is all the more important to be

space where the Stations hung in the friary, an

there for each other in whatever way that we

image of Francis with Mary and Joseph in

can, to offer to lift each other’s burdens.

adoration of the newborn Christ Child in a

The second picture is of the eighth Station –

setting that is pure northern New Mexico,

Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem. During

complete with adobe houses and an horno in

this pandemic we encounter people suffering in

view outside the window. The pictures here are

every sort of way, from illness itself, from grief,

of two of the Stations which seem most

from the loss of jobs and economic despair,

appropriate to our times. The first picture is of

from anxiety and from fear. Let us all try our

the fifth Station – Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus

best to greet them with the compassion of

to carry his cross.

Christ, even as we are also suffering.
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I WISH

A Story by Gerry, Steinmetz,OFM, A Franciscan Storyteller
When Brother David and I visited the 65 villages
along the river Ucayali in the jungle of Peru and
tried to train men and women to gather the people
on a Sunday to have a prayer service, the people
expressed a wish to have a gathering place: a church.
After hearing them say they had logs but no way to
saw them into boards, I felt helpless. When I came
back to the US and told my family, my brother
Marvin took me to a factory that manufactured
portable sawmills. I said, "I wish I had one down in
the jungle!" Later, I mentioned to Bruce Michalek,
OFM, our Director of Development, who had helped
me construct or rebuild some chapels, that we could
do more if we had a sawmill. Little did I know that
Brother Bruce had already investigated Wood Mizer,
a portable sawmill. With the help of mission friends,
we flew a sawmill to the jungle on two pallets. I went
down river, put it on a boat and was able to build
seven chapels in remote areas along with the people
helping to construct them. Brother Bruce and
Brother Scott from Franciscan mission friends sent
me the money for tin, cement, nails and small
salaries for the constructions. This wish came true
for the people with the help of many friends and
donors making a dream come a reality.

BIRTHDAY
WISHES
Heavenly Father,

Jack Clark Robinson
Andres Gallegos
Paul O'Brien
Gerald Steinmetz
Edgardo Vazquez

July
July
July
July
July

4th
4th
11th
14th
23rd

Years ago this month, you blessed the world with Jack, Andres, Paul, Gerald, and Edgardo. Thank
you for the gift of their life. We ask you to bless them during their birthday month and to keep
them in Your care, now and in the coming year. Amen.
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