
Week Five: Tuesday — February 22, 2016
Franciscan Novitiate
Dalat, Vietnam

A Quiet Week at Home . . . 

The holy novices flew the coop, as it were, for a eight
day Ignatian Retreat at the Dalat Diocesan Pastoral Center
and so I am home alone with the core community of Friars.  I

will still be teaching the
three Aspirants as well as
the three Professed Brothers this week. And we are also 
hosting a group of forty OFS members (Secular
Franciscans) from one of the nearby cities. They will be with
us for a three day Lenten retreat.
The Secular Franciscans are a
very real blessing to the

Province as well as the Dioceses of the country. There are
approximately seven thousand active members and they are
intimately involved with the First Order Franciscans not only in
their parishes but also in various diocesan social service programs
such as day care centers and clinics.

The three Aspirants who are living together in a local house, owned by the family of one
of the Friars, are making valiant efforts to . 

The youngest of the three is 18 years old. His name is Peter
Minh. He lives with his sister in Dalat City and helps her run a
small coffee shop. I think he spends all of his spare time here at
the novitiate. I sometimes wonder if he doesn’t have a room here.
As best as I can tell, Peter graduated from high school last year
and he is currently studying Mandarin Chinese full time. He will
be applying for entrance into the official Aspirancy program this summer. What he lacks
in English proficiency is more than made up in his desire and enthusiasm to learn
English.   

The second youngest is Peter Tuyen. He is all of 19 years old
and is a full time student at a local college. He is majoring in
Foreign Languages with an emphasis on English. For the life of
me, I have no idea how he is managing his studies. He is
absolutely terrified of speaking English. The teachers do all of
their instructing in Vietnamese. They drill the students with
grammar rules but do not have the ability to converse with them in English. Go figure!



The third Aspirant is Peter Tu. He is 23 years old and is a full
time student at Dalat University where he is majoring in Korean.
He is highly motivated and wants very much to master English as
well. He recognizes its importance for his future studies as a
Franciscan.

And then there is a fourth adjunct
aspirant by the name of . . .wait for it . . .can you guess his
first name? . . . Peter Tri Thong. He is 17 years old and is
a senior in high school. He is considered to be an adjunct
aspirant because of his age. He doesn’t live with the other
Aspirants but rather at the local Franciscan parish with the
Friar pastor. It is still fairly common for Vietnamese families
to dedicate a son or daughter to the Church and when that

occurs the young person takes up residence with the local priest or lives with the sisters
community while finishing school. Peter attends highschool classes six days a week (Mon-Sat)
and he also conducts the parish youth choir. His classes are from 8:00 A.M. to 12 Noon and then
from 2:00 P.M. till 7:00 P.M. He comes by the novitiate in
his “spare time” to visit with me and practice his English.
He is quite the dynamic personality and he enjoys life to its
fullest. 

A future project of mine involves the preparation of a
turkey for the novices. Last year the friars acquired some
turkey hens and a tom. When I arrived in January they had

about ten of them but they don’t know how to prepare the
birds. Turkey is not on the “A” list of Vietnamese cuisine.
Since they do not have ovens in the kitchen I am going to
attempt to roast the birds
over an open fire. I’m
waiting for the arrival of
some poultry seasoning and
Cajun spices which our

beloved Provincial will be bringing with him when he visits in
March. Stay tuned for pictures at 11:00!

I am adjusting to the gentle rhythm of life here. Rising at 4:15 every morning no longer
seems like a penance. I’m usually in bed by 10:00 P.M. and there is always the afternoon
obligatory nap time after lunch to recharge the body. Being here and following the monastic
schedule is like re-visiting my own novitiate. What a wonderful way to experience Lent.

Peace and All Good!

Bruce


