
Ignacio Lam, VN Province
Provincial welcomes us to

the Provincial House in
Saigon.

A Sedang Tribe member Aspirant
playing for us.

Poor Clare Monastery in
Saigon.

Receiving a blessing from
Mother Mary Anne at the Saigon

monastery.
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Hello, Vietnam! . . .

It was my distinct pleasure to introduce Jack Clark
Robinson, our OLG Provincial, to the warm embrace of
Vietnam and the Franciscan Friars and students here. I met him

at the Tan Son Airport in Saigon last Friday evening and we have just
arrived here in Dalat today.

The last three days were spent
visiting the Provincial House in Saigon,
the Franciscan Seminary at Thu Duc
where the Friar students and Aspirants
reside, the two Poor Clare Monasteries,
and the Franciscan Postulant House at
Binh Gia. We were escorted by Brothers
Vincent and Paul who are the Province secretaries and extraordinary
hosts. 

I have had the pleasure of teaching conversational English to
many of the students over the past seven years and so it was a real treat

for me to visit with them even though the time was limited. I was so very proud of them all as
they welcomed Jack with open arms and hearts. They were
all very interested in knowing about our Guadalupe Province
and of the ministries we conduct. The Friars in Vietnam
seemingly focus more on Social Ministries rather than
Parochial Ministries. That is not to say that they are not
involved in parish work but it does not
enjoy primacy in their Franciscan life.
The friars who are working in
parishes live in regional friaries and
commute to their ministry sites.
Community and Fraternity are the

number one priorities for them. How
refreshing and how Franciscan! 

The Poor Clare Monastery in
Saigon is located directly across the street
from the Franciscan Seminary. It was
founded during the height of the Vietnam War (the difficult



Clares praying for the people of
Vietnam at their Saigon monastery.

Poor Clares at St Joseph Monastery in 
Binh Gia.

Twenty Postulants welcomed us at
 Binh Gia.

The Marian image is
approximately 100 feet tall
and overlooks the seaside

city of Vungtau.

The Friars receive the
aborted fetuses from

Catholic doctors and nurses
in Saigon and reverently
inter the cremains in a

special chapel at the
seminary. They have
received over twenty

thousand fetuses.

Marian Shrine at Vungtau

times) in 1974 by three French Poor Clares. It’s difficult to even
imagine how challenging that must have been. Today the
monastery has about thirty nuns and it is thriving. Because of its
city location, the sounds of everyday life continually try to invade
the cloister. The nuns accept the invasion as being a symphony
of life. They pray constantly for the people of Vietnam.

The Monastery of
Clares in Binh Gia is only
about ten years old and they

also have about thirty nuns. They are especially devoted
to St Joseph because he provided them with a
Vietnamese benefactor who paid for the entire cost of
construction. Needless to say, they are forever grateful.

Jack spoke to
the students about how a tree will grow stronger if it is
subjected to strong winds. The stress causes the tree to spread
its roots deeper so that it will not topple.
The strong Faith of the Catholic people
of Vietnam is a good example of this.
They have and continue to endure
powerful outside pressure from the

communist government regarding their practice of the Faith. The more
that it tries to stop its growth the stronger it becomes (The Vietnam
Province currently has sixty aspirants, seventy-five professed Friar
students, twenty Postulants, and eighteen Novices.) It’s a powerful

lesson for us to consider in the USA. Our
challenge is not so much the government but
more of secularism and prosperity. We risk the
chance of being swallowed up by both demons. 

Peace and All Good!

Bruce


