
Thanks to Jack Clark Robinson, OFM for sending me
this excellent capsulated explanation of “Tet”, all the

way from the OFM Interprovincial Novitiate in
 Santa Barbara CA. 

On my way to shop at the “Big C” store
in the underground shopping center

under the green artichoke. 

“Big C” is Vietnam’s answer to
Walmart. One might think that they

were giving out 20 dollar bills,
judging from the crowds.

Week Two: Sunday — February 3, 2019
Da Lat, Vietnam                          
Let the Celebration Begin!

Being in Vietnam during this time of year
reminds me of my past Thanksgivings in the USA. I
have fond memories of flying back to Detroit to
celebrate Thanksgiving with my Mom, my brother
Tom, Patty — his wife, and my nephew and niece —
Christopher and Michelle. I would prepare the
Thanksgiving turkey while Mom supervised and I
would watch the J L Hudson Thanksgiving Day
Parade on the TV as it played in the background.
The days before the holiday were filled with activity.
The airports were exploding with huge crowds of
excited men, women, and children trying their best
to negotiate the frenzied air lanes to get “home” for
Thanksgiving. The grocery stores tried their best to
provide the essential ingredients for that perfect

turkey dinner but
they usually failed
in the end because
of the unexpected
demand. Somehow
we made due. If
they were out of
fresh cranberries then Plan B was to go with canned. And the
holiday visit wasn’t complete
until we went to the Monastery
of the Blessed Sacrament to visit
Sr Mary Thomas, OP and her
Cloistered Dominican
Community. The final piece to
the weekend was a trip to Mt
Olivet Cemetery to visit Daddy’s
grave and of course to take Mom
to her favorite “fun spot,” the
Detroit Greek Town Casino! She

would save her quarters all year long for that trip. 

The celebration of the Chinese New Year, which is called
“Tet” is like our Thanksgiving on steroids. This year is the “Year
of the Pig” which symbolizes wealth and prosperity. It lasts for
three days (February 5-6-7) but in reality it is about a two-week
celebration. It seems that about half of Vietnam’s 94 million



Time out from Tet Preparation was
taken to celebrate the Presentation of
Our Lord in the Temple on February

2.

people are either on their motor
bikes, or in buses, trains, and
planes during this holiday time.
They are all going “home” to
celebrate Tet with their families
and loved ones.

One of the traditions for
Tet is that the households are
literally turned upside down in
order to clean every crack and
cranny of the “dirt” of the old
year. You can see people
washing down their sidewalks
and even the streets in front of

their homes. Everything must be fresh for the New Year. The
novitiate house is no exception. The house cleaning actually began
about two days ago and it will continue until everything is in tip top
shape and squeaky clean for the New Year. Another of
the traditions surrounding the holiday is giving and
receiving gifts of fresh fruits and flowers. And I can’t

begin to describe all of
the special foods that
are prepared. To be
honest, I don’t really
know what I’m eating
most of the time but the
Friars assure me that
“it’s good for your
health.” The Catholic
Christian Vietnamese will also include special religious services
to welcome the New Year. They will have and “Midnight Mass”
of sorts — it’s usually celebrated around 8:00 P.M. and there will
also be special prayers said for deceased relatives.

My Mom went home to God in 2009 and since then I
have had the pleasure of celebrating Tet in Vietnam and I am still in awe at the amount of
enthusiasm and excitement it instills in the people. It is truly a privileged experience which
reinforces my memories of Thanksgiving “back in the day.” The feast has been in existence for
hundreds if not a thousand years or more and it shows no sign of diminishing. It is a most
powerful reminder to me of the importance of family values. Our American culture can learn a lot
from this unique feast.
Peace and All Good . . .

Bruce


