
Br Dui greeted me at the
airport. He is a trained architect
and is currently enrolled at the

Seminary.

Pollution from traffic and
heavy industries in China and

Taiwan blanket Saigon.
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Renewing Friendships

Since our holy novices will be on a Nine-Day Ignatian Retreat, I
decided to “make hay while the sun shines” to visit my former students at
the Franciscan Seminary in Saigon (a.k.a. Ho Chi Minh City after the
end of the Difficult Times —Vietnam War). I dare say that it will forever
be known by a majority of the population by its pre-war name. Saigon is
a modern bustling city of eight million souls and growing larger by the

day. It is the business and finance center for the
country. Like many other large metropolitan
areas, it has a serious problem with air pollution.
The streets are packed full with hundreds of
motor bikes, trucks, buses, and cars. As if that
wasn’t enough, its air quality suffers from the industrial pollution of the
heavy manufacturing plants in China and Taiwan.  

The seminary property was just
returned to the Franciscans by the communist
government in 1995. The government used the
seminary buildings to grow mushrooms! All of
their institutions were “borrowed” by the
government after the War. Fortunately for the

Friars most of the properties have been returned. I think that the Friars
have a good relationship with the government because they are
perceived as simple men who live and work among the poor.

 I had the privilege of giving the Scripture reflection at the
Saturday morning English Mass. I confess that looking out into the
congregation and seeing eighty Temporary and Solemn
Professed students brought a tear to my eyes. And there wasn’t a
bald head or white hair in the lot! The
students range in age from the mid
20's to the mid 30's. Since this is my

eighth year of ministry here, I have had the privilege of working with
most of them. I am totally embarrassed when they come up to me
and ask, “Do you remember me?” Since about 70% of the Christian
men in Vietnam are named Joseph or Peter, I can often bluff my way
through the conversations.

And, if this large number does not impress you, consider that the Province also has fifty
young Aspirants as well. These young men range in age from the early 20's to late 20's. They are



Scale model of Assisi constructed by
Friars — “At least we can visit this

Holy Place in our backyard.”

Our Lady of La Vang

in a two-year program to prepare them for possible entrance into the Postulancy. I taught here
two years ago and so I also know many of them. There are twenty-two Postulants at Binh Gia

which is about fifty miles outside of the city.
And to round out the Formation Program,
there are nineteen Novices. Every year, the
Province will celebrate the Solemn
Professions of at least six to eight Brothers.
It will also regularly have a similar number
of ordinations. Both life events are subject to
the permission of the Vietnamese
government. 

These large numbers beg the question, “How will the Province
use the freshly minted Franciscans?”  Since religious activities are
monitored by the government, the Province does not have much
opportunity to expand into new areas of ministry in the country. What they have done
wholeheartedly is to send their men to minister in the missions. The Province currently has
Friars in Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Taiwan, Philippines, Australia, and China.
What a blessing they are to the Church Universal. 

Peace and All Good!

Bruce


