
Week Four: Sunday — February 09, 2020
Da Lat,  Vietnam                    
 Here I Am Lord . . .

Being here in the Novitiate House of the Vietnam Franciscan
Province has been a  catalyst for me to reacquaint myself with some of the
religious practices that have unfortunately fallen by the wayside in today’s

version of Church. As I have mentioned in the
past, my impression of Catholicism in Vietnam is
that it is comparable to the way it was in the USA
back in the 1950s.The biggest reason for this of
course is the influence of the communist
government on any and all organized religion. It seems that both the
government and the Local Church have
come to an acceptable arrangement whereby
the Church assists the government in many
of its humanitarian activities such as HIV
clinics, children’s nurseries, medical
assistance for the poor. In exchange, the
Church is given permission to provide

worship opportunities for its Faithful. The Catholic churches are filled
whenever a service is held and special religious ceremonies such as
Marian devotions are extremely popular with the Faithful. 

The novices spend
upwards of five hours a day in prayer and meditation
which begins at 5:00 A.M. each day with Meditation,
Morning Prayer, and Mass and ends at 7:30 P.M. with
Night Prayer. On top of that, they have at least one hour
per day spent
in Scripture
reflection,
praying the

Rosary, or devotions to St Joseph, or prayers for
deceased friars of the Province. And on the first
Wednesday of the month the friars have a
Recollection Day with the other nearby friaries.
This practice is followed throughout the Province.
Over and over again I see examples of the primacy
of Prayer and Community Life among the
Vietnamese friars. There is a strong sense of
mindfulness for each other and it is expressed regularly in how they genuinely enjoy each others
company. And friars actually communicate with their superior when they leave the friary for
ministry or social events. Imagine that!



The novitiate compound consists of approximately 5 acres of land which includes
extensive vegetable and flower gardens. There is also a duck pond as well as a small lake for
raising fish which ultimately end up on our dinner plates. About three years ago the novice class
began a construction project for a hermitage house that could be used for small group
recollection time. It took two years to complete but the results speak for themselves. The novices

are scheduled to spend at least one three-day period
of prayer and recollection in the hermitage house.
Friars from other parts of the Province are also
encouraged to use the facility. It is truly a Holy
Space.

Another Holy Space is the nearby Truc Lam
Buddhist monastery which is about 30 miles outside
of Da Lat. It houses over 200 monks and about 150
nuns. Every year the Franciscan novices spend a day
with the

monks to learn about meditation. The experience helps
them to acclimate to the contemplative life that they will
live during their novitiate year. 

I am so very impressed by the quality of the
educational and work backgrounds of the novices. Many
of them were employed in the computer technology
industry as Programmers and Communications experts
and at least one of the young aspirants worked as a
pastry chef. When I ask them why they want to be Franciscans rather than to continue in their
professions they all respond in the same way: “I want to work with the poor to make their lives
better.” Pray with me so that their dreams come true.

Peace and All Good!

Bruce


