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Dear Friend of the Missions,

It was January 1985 when the Minister General of the entire
Franciscan Order signed the proclamation which established the
Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe. The ceremony took place at
the historic Cathedral of St Francis of Assisi in Santa Fe, NM. For

the first time in recent
history the
administration of the
Franciscans would be
located in the Southwestern part of the United States
rather than from the Midwest. It was our way of
saying to the Native Americans and Hispanics of the
area that we are one
with them. It is our
desire to walk with
them and learn from
them and to claim this

area of the country as our home. 

The Province began with about 100 Solemn Professed
brothers and priests. Fast forward to 2019 and the Province now
has a total of forty-five Solemnly Professed Priests and

Brothers. Unfortunately we are
in a downsizing mode rather than
a growth mode but there are
some very positive developments
that give me cause for hope. We have been blessed with four
men in formation
who are studying to
be Franciscan
brothers and priests.
Our Lady of
Guadalupe who is
our patroness, has

been most gracious in answering our prayers for
vocations. I can’t help but think that our vocations are
due in part to your spiritual support as well.

Our Province continues to serve the Native
Americans and Hispanics of the Southwest even



Original Friary at St Michael’s AZ

though our numbers are seriously depleted. We are able to continue our ministry as a result of
added Friars from other OFM Provinces. Currently we have two Friars from the Philippines,
one Friar from Singapore, and one OFM Conventual Friar from Louisville, Kentucky helping
us. And we are blessed to have a total of seven Franciscan Lay Partners as well. 

My memories of our establishment as a Province are pretty positive. There was a lot of
excitement about our new beginning. We had spent a lot of time dreaming and planning. There
was also some fear of the unknown that caused some to wonder if what we were doing was really

very smart. The mixture of excitement and
fear helped us to reach out to each other
and to speak and listen at a deeper level to
the questions that such a moment brought
about in each of us. 

I am hopeful and thankful for your
spiritual and financial support because it is
absolutely necessary for the success of our
missionary efforts. I pray that you might
consider contributing to our 2019 Summer
Raffle as a way to help us. All of the

proceeds from this event will go toward the support of our Native American and Hispanic
missions in Arizona and New Mexico. We currently send $20,000.00 per month in subsidies
to a total of fourteen of our missions. The drawing will take place on August 5, 2019. The
winners  will be  notified by telephone. PRIZES: 1st $1,500.00 — 2nd $750.00 — 3rd $250.00

I wish you and your loved  ones,

Peace and All Good!

Br. Bruce, ofm
Director

# YES, I would like to register for the Raffle.

http://www.olgofm.com/make%20a%20donation.htm

