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PREACH THE GOSPEL ALWAYS,  

IF  NECESSARY USE DIGITAL MEDIA

Standing on the Shoulders of Giants: A Reflection by Alex Rich
 
    Of course, St. Francis did not actually say,

"Preach the Gospel always, if necessary use

digital media," but I do believe that if St.

Francis were with us today, he would

certainly agree! Article 105 of the General

Constitutions states, "In accordance with the

venerable tradition of the Order, the friars

are to assist the particular Churches by

disseminating Sacred Scripture and the

Catholic faith, using means which are

suitable and which have been adapted to

persons and times." This leaves us with the

question, "What are 'suitable means' for the

People of God today?"

 

      The ushering in of the Digital Revolution

brought with it ‘digital media’. The Business

Dictionary defines digital media as, "Digitized

content (text, graphics, audio, and video) that

can be transmitted over internet or computer

networks.”
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    In 2019, digital media is no longer just a

suitable means of communications, it is now

a necessary means of communication. A

study titled, 'Digital 2019 Global Digital

Overview' shared that there are currently

4.3 billion internet users, which is roughly

57% of the world's population!  Of those

internet users, there are over 3.4 billion

active social media users (45% of the world

population). Not only are individuals using

the internet and social media, but it is also

becoming an integral part of their lives. The

average internet user spends 6.5 hours

online per day, in which 2.5 of those hours

are spent on social media and networking

platforms. It is estimated that 69% of U.S.

adults use at least one social media

platform. This number increases to 88%
when viewing behavior of young adults

between the ages of 18-29.
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    There is no denying that digital and social

media are suitable means to share the Catholic

Faith today. Although digital media usage may

sound complicated and overwhelming, at the

basic level it is simple storytelling.  Fortunately

for our province, the spirit of the Southwest

Franciscans has a strong history of storytelling.

Because of the thorough archives, I have had the

pleasure of viewing past issues of the Padres’

Trail starting all the way back to 1939. On the

cover of early issues, there is a proud statement,

“The purpose of the Padres' Trail is to inform the

people of God: to proclaim and to explain the

missionary work of the Franciscan Friars. The

second purpose is to help the people of God- to

form them into missionaries. Wherever a

Christian is he must be a missionary- by work, by

prayer, by material aid.”  The issues were

beautifully designed with engaging stories and

descriptive photography. As the current

communications director, I was both humbled

and thankful that our province is standing on the

shoulders of giants as we run into the digital

world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Over the past four months, I have been

analyzing our current digital communication

footprint to create strategies for the future. After

some initial analyzing, there were three

prominent strategies that became a clear focus.

 

WEBSITE

    One strategy was to develop and update

our website to create a more user-friendly

and intuitive webpage for those who are

unfamiliar with the Friars. As a missionary

order, the focus of our website is designed

with the  “unchurched” in our prayers and

thoughts. 

    Within four weeks of launching the new

website, I was pleasantly surprised by our

audience demographics and behavior. In just

four weeks, our page has been visited 335. Of

those visitors, 61%  are between the ages of 18

and 34.  We have had 14 people view the page

dedicated to vocations. The graphs below are

from our website analytics.  
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SOCIAL MEDIA:  FACEBOOK

    Facebook is the most utilized social media

platform for adults in the United States with an

impressive 70% claiming to use the platform. Over

66% of U.S. users claim to check the site everyday.

Our Facebook strategy is twofold. We want to

better engage with our current audience and to

grow our digital reach. To reach new audience

members, we launched our first social media

campaign, a pet calendar contest. Since the

campaign, we have seen an increase in page views,

post reach, and page likes (see right)! 

     Video is also an important part of digital

communication. Over 100 million hours of videos

are watched on Facebook every day! In the past

four months, I have created three Facebook

specific videos (the Plenary Council, San Jose's

Vacation Bible School, and Holy Family's Parish

Fiestas). These videos not only reached more

individuals but also had high audience

engagement. I look forward to creating more! 

 

   Another important strategy was the creation of

an Instagram page. Instagram is the highest used

social media platform for young adults. Seventy-

four percent of 18 to 24 years old use Instagram.

Having an Instagram page is an example of

'meeting people where they are" especially the

youth and young adults (see right). 

 

     After spending a week at the English Speaking Communication Conference, it is becoming

more clear the importance of storytelling through digital and social media. Moving forward, I

pray that I can work with each of you individually to learn more about the many aspect of your

ministries, interests, and experiences. By working together, we can evangelize and share the

Catholic faith through "means which are suitable and which have been adapted to persons and

times." Working together can come in many forms, including: sharing upcoming special or

important events/dates, sharing photos from your ministry or parish, writing reflections on

current events or experiences, being willing to participate in special projects, and prayer. I look

forward to sharing the Catholic faith and the story of the Southwest Franciscans together. 

     

 

MOVING FORWARD 

SOCIAL MEDIA:  INSTAGRAM
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A monthly reflection on
our Franciscan Heritage
by Jack Clark Robinson,

OFM 
 
 

INTO OUR 

TRADITIONS

I had thought that this month I would have

an easy time of it in writing something to

do with the upcoming Feast of St. Francis. 

Because of a thousand and one

interruptions, which are not really

interruptions at all, but the real stuff of our

Franciscan life, I did not get that written, so

I am going to share with you instead my

latest effort at two truly basic elements of

our Franciscan tradition, attempting to

proclaim the Gospel for the people of God

and – to beg.  The following is my homily

at a mission appeal which I gave at Blessed

Sacrament Church in Lincoln,

Nebraska on the weekend of September 14th

and 15th.  

 

 

 

First,let me answer the question that you

have had in your mind since Mass began, 

“Who is that guy?”  My name is Jack Clark

Robinson. I am a Franciscan friar of Our

Lady of Guadalupe Province. Our Province is

a small part of the world-wide Franciscan

order. We work in the Southwest among

Native Americans and Hispanics,  but I will

tell you a bit about us later.

 

First I really want to talk about the Gospel,

starting with a question. Which

banquet do you want to attend?

04

If we listen carefully, the story that Jesus told

of the Father with two sons makes reference to

three different meals. The second meal is the

one we notice. How could we miss a meal, a

feast, which begins, with the younger son’s

return from his misadventures. His Father

says: "Take the fattened calf and slaughter it.

Then let us celebrate with a feast,

because this son of mine was dead, and has

come to life again; he was lost and has been

found."  Then the celebration began.

 

It is easy to hear that as the first description of

a meal in the story, but think back. In the big

city, once the younger son’s money ran out, his

fair weather friends ran out, too. Sadly the

younger son found himself in dire need. And

this young man, who had so recently enjoyed

such a good time, at parties and celebrations

with music, food, and frolic, with lots of

carousing far into the night, suddenly found

himself – hungry. He longed to share the food,

the “meal,” that the pigs he tended were eating.

What a contrast that was to the banquet, which

awaited the young man, when he came to his

senses. He must have thought that he was

waking from a nightmare. And it really is

awakening from a nightmare, when we realize

that we are not trapped by our mistakes or our

foolishness.
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God does love us, and God is merciful.

We all need God’s mercy. We have all

sinned. We have all made mistakes. We have

all been foolish beyond all telling. But the

mercy of our loving heavenly Father is

waiting for us! As we heard in the story,

the Father of mercy, our God, cannot wait to

share that mercy. While the young man was

still a long way off, his father caught sight

of him, and was filled with compassion. He

ran to his son, embraced him and kissed

him. The young man had hit bottom.

He knew that he had big changes to make,

and he was ready to change. In that

moment, God’s compassion, mercy, and

forgiveness took hold of him and what had

been lost, his life and future, was found.

 

I said that Jesus spoke of three meals in this

story. The third meal is the one that never

happened. Listen to what the older son said

to his father: "Look, all these years I served

you and not once did I disobey your orders;

yet you never gave me even a young goat 

to feast on with my friends."

 

The third feast never happened. The older

son failed to realize the lesson his younger

brother learned the hard way. It is a lesson

that all of us have a hard time learning -  

just how much God really, freely loves us. 

The older son was certain that he was

earning his Father’s love. You can hear that

misunderstanding and the anger in his

words: Not once did I disobey your orders!

The older son mistakenly thought that he

was earning his Father’s love, so he lived in

fear,  afraid of making a mistake and losing

his Father’s love. He no doubt thought, that

if I just don’t make any mistakes, then my

Father, then God, will have to love me.

 

All along the older son failed to realize what

finally his Father plainly said to him,  what

God says to all of us right here in the

Eucharist, “Everything I have is yours.”

God’s love is already ours. God will not, God

cannot, love us any more or any less on the

day we die, than God loved us on the day we

were born.

 

So now let me ask you again, which banquet

do you want to attend? The younger son’s

“banquet” with the pigs,  because he thought

that he could go off and make it on his own

without God’s help? The older son’s banquet

that will never happen, because he thought

that the banquet would come only after

he had earned God’s love? Or God the loving

Father’s great, heavenly banquet, which is

always waiting for us, when we open

ourselves to God’s mercy, compassion, and

love?

 

That’s the Gospel question, that’s the Gospel

message today, but I do have something else

important to say: Thank you.

 

I want to thank Bishop Conley and Father

Sullivan  and especially you, for allowing

me to be with you this weekend. My job

among the Franciscans to try to serve their

needs  as their Minister while they seek to

proclaim the Gospel. So I could tell you all

about how much money it takes to drive to

missions all over the Navajo Reservation,

which is the size the entire state of West

Virginia, or how much it costs to educate

young men, who are coming to us to be

Franciscans...



Continued INTO OUR TRADITION

06

 

or how much it costs to take care of elderly

friars  who have spent decades in ministry

and earned a well-deserved retirement rest,

though I tell you, those old guys  are always

more faithful to prayer than the rest of us! 

 But you know more about the cost of living, 

 the cost of taking care of the young,  and the

cost of taking care of the elderly, than I do. So

I will speak to of you something I do know

about - prayer.  

 

Please pray for us,  please pray for all

missionaries and please, please pray for

vocations. Nothing good that we Franciscans,

or any other missionaries do, 

 

could ever happen without the prayerful

support of good people like you. But I will

add, that when the basket does come around, 

 if you can spare a little something, 

we would truly, deeply appreciate it. We use

your gifts only for the missions, for educating

our young friars,  and for taking care of our

elderly.

 

But again, most of all, I beg your prayers.  For

it is only through prayer and faith,  that we

are all going to get to the greatest banquet of

all,  the one with God in Heaven.

PLAY DAY Come early, stay late!

Brother Duane Torisky's Play Day invitation told the friars to "Come early and stay late!" On

Monday, September 1, 2019, over 20 friars from Our Lady of Guadalupe joined at San Juan

Diego Friary for their annual play day. The Play Day has been a friar tradition for decades and

provides an opportunity for fun, brotherhood, and moments of relaxation! The friars were also

able to spend time with some of the staff of the Province, who joined in on the fun! We are

thankful for the amazing food and refreshments that led to a restful Labor Day celebration. 

Erasmo Romero, OFMEdgardo Diaz, OFM 

Noe Alfaro, OFM

Brie Martin, Archivist 

Michael Hagg, OFM
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SANTA FE FIESTAS

Reflection from Fr. Charles McCarthy

That incarnated encounter sent them forth in

the night, running into and through their

fears without concern and missioning them to

tell the others closed-up in the upper room.

 

What do we have to offer as witnesses of the

Incarnation?  We have to offer what the

disciples found in their brokenness: our fear!

our loss! our depressive doubt! These can be

transformed at the Table, our table, in this

“Emmaus.”  At their Table, they realized no

tomb could hold Him: they discovered He had

entered their home! At our table we have the

possibility to incarnate the Word here,

because the Word in-dwells us, incarnating

our ability to witness the Word – Now!

 

The Word calls us to “move-on” from our

[often limited] understanding of who we are:

our understanding of who we are – whether

we have been here for twelve months or

twelve generations.  Incarnating Word moves

each of us to discover who we are becoming in

order to sow the seed of the Word in our time.

 

Where do we encounter our Cross? Francis of

Assisi embodied a cross at the little Church of

San Damiano. 

I have become a bit of a vagabond living

currently in Albuquerque. I pretty much

go over all over the region – to the different

Pueblos, Holy Family in Albuquerque, out to

Navajo Nation among other places.

 

Recently I was at the Parish and Shrine of St.

Therese in Albuquerque. On the wall behind the

altar there are three images: Mary with the Baby

Jesus (on the left); the Crucifix (in the center),

and the Pieta, Mary holding the crucified body of

Jesus (on the right). All three speak to us of the

reality of the Incarnation.

 

The Incarnation is not just the cute greeting card

Baby Jesus in the crib or nacimiento at

Christmas! All three of those images, including

the Cross and Mary holding her dead Son, as well

as the Resurrection call us to encounter the

Living Presence of Christ. The call to action for

each of us is to live the Incarnation here and

now today: in Birth, in the Cross, in the dying

and rising,  as well as to incarnate hope in

messaging through our fears. The cross of death,

that of Jesus and of ourselves, is the first cross

we encounter. The historic Cross of Jesus.

 

Living the Incarnation is envisioned in the

encounter the “brothers” had on their

depressed way home from Jerusalem to Emmaus.

Suddenly, in their loss and attempt to

understand what had taken place in Jerusalem,

they heard the Word Incarnated in their doubt

and clarifying their fear as the Word

accompanied them to their table and thus known

in the breaking of the Bread. 

The following is a homily from the closing

Mass of the Santa Fe Fiestas on the Feast of

the Triumph of the Cross.  
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SANTA FE FIESTAS

To enter a pilgrimage is to be open to

transformation.  The cross of Christ

transformed that which was death into life. 

The cross of San Damiano transformed

Francis from rebellious son to pilgrim and

thus a lesser brother. 

 

The Triumph of the Cross for us is a living

transformation to become who we are to

be: to live not at the foot of the cross

protesting our unworthiness; nor to mount the

cross to the place of divinity;  not on the left

or the right.  The Tau of pilgrimage takes us to

the center of the Cross: a merging of the

Human Spirit and the Divine Spirit in that

very Crossing: to be who we are to be

becoming: to that very merging of the human

desire, fear and hope with the divine desire

for unity and life in us: at that “cross point” of

human spirit and divine spirit to that

intersection where we are called to be one and 

together to be transformed into those who

respect the others seeking to be there – as

one.

That cross “voiced” the challenge to “Rebuild

my Church that is falling into ruin.”  Every

generation can that Word; can see and say that

the Church is falling into ruin. To Rebuild is

neither a mission to undo nor to retrench, but

to embody the Word anew. Every listening

generation changes everything that came

before in order to incarnate the Word for this

day, this culture, this place.

 

We can also encounter the cross of pilgrimage

– right where we are. On Friday when we

gathered to open this weekend of Las Fiestas,

we met at el Rosario as though we were early

Christians – in the dark, up a dirt road with no

markers, in a

cemetery, without illumination. To my

surprise, the chapel is in the form of a Tau! The

Tau is the cross of pilgrimage; the signature of

Francis, the form of the Franciscan tunic. The

Tau is the symbol of the pilgrim. What a

marvelous place to begin a weekend honoring

the Triumph of the Cross! Gathering at the Tau

cross shaped Chapel of el Rosario marks us

with the Tau of pilgrimage.

Continued 

A SPECIAL GUEST Pops of Color in the Sky 
On September 10th, friars at the Provincial Curia were able to marvel at a special delight and

guest, a hot air balloon! This is a sure sign that the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta is

right round the corner! Thank you Brother Bernard Keele for the photos. 



Patrick Schafer, September 13

Lawrence Schrieber, September 30

 

BIRTHDAY 

WISHES

Heavenly Father,  

Years ago today, you blessed the world with Patrick & Lawrence. Thank you for the gift of

their life. We ask you to bless them during their birthday month and to keep them in

Your care, now and in the coming year. Amen.

THE PADRES' TRAIL IS A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTED BY

 OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE PROVINCE. 

Franciscan Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

1204 Stinson Street SW

Albuquerque, NM 87121

Past editions are posted online at: 

http://www.swfranciscans.org

 

Alex Rich, Director of Communications

arich.swfranciscans@outlook.com

JACK'S

JOURNEYS
 

October
 

 
 October 1                          

Regional Meeting in Albuquerque 

October 13- 18 

US6/ESC Meeting – Malta

October 25

AAFH and Tibesar Lecture in New York City

October 27-28

Definitorium Meeting

September 
 

 
September 2   

Play Day

September 3-4          

Definitorium Meeting

September 18                    

Eucharistic Day with Poor Clares in Roswell, NM

September 30                  

  Regional Meeting at St Michael's Missions   

SOUTHWEST FRANCISCAN PET CALENDAR CONTEST 

Brother Dog, Sister Cat 
Our first annual Pet Calendar Contest is in full swing and will be ending on October 1st. Friars

will then receive a link to a survey to vote for their favorite pet photos. Twelve winners will be

selected and announced on October 4th, the Feast day of St. Francis. The winners will be

included on the Our Lady of Guadalupe Pet Calendar. Thank you to those friars who have

participated including: Br. Bruce, Fr. Erasmo, Fr. Jack,  Br. Bernard, Br. Michael and Br. Noe.
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Will you help? 
 

THE SECULAR FRANCISCANS'  RESPONSE 

TO IMMIGRATION      

Flyer and information provided by Catherine Pierce, OFS. 


